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Happening
today

O THE CONGRESS WORKING
Committee (CWC) will meet

in New Delhito chalk out an
agitational programme seeking
withdrawal of the VB-GRAM G
Act, which replaced the UPA-
eraMGNREGA. The VB-GRAM G
Bill got the Presidential assent
on December 21.

®UTTARPRADESH Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath will
chair atwo-day conference
in Lucknow of senior police
officers, focusing on
challenges ranging from
cybercrime and human
trafficking to emerging
issues such as social media.

®CHIEF ELECTION Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar arrives
in Odisha on a three-day

visit, during which he will
preside over a meeting of
booth-level officers.

TRACK THESE AND MORE ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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FIRSTREMARKS AFTER BNP LEADER ENDS EXILE AND ARRIVES INDHAKA

Delhi on Rahman return: Polls must  Gujarat
be free, inclusive and partlclpatory CM on his

Unremitting hostilities against
minorities in Bangladesh: MEA

DivyaA
New Delhi, December 26

IN FIRST remarks on Bangla-
desh aday after BNPleader Ta-
rique Rahman returned to
Dhaka ending 17 years of self-
exile, India said Friday that the
homecomingshould be seenin
the context of ensuring “free,
fair, inclusive and participatory
elections” scheduled for
February in the neighbouring
country.

Rahman, son of former
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
who is ailing, is the BNP’s act-
ing chairman and is tipped to
be the next Prime Minister. His

S.I.R. OF OF ELECTORAL ROLLS

Bihar playbook gets
Bengal pushback:
Officials flag notices
to electors sentby EC

Atri Mitra, Ravik
Bhattacharya & Damini Nath
Kolkata, New Delhi,
December 26

AS ELECTORAL Registration
Officers (EROs) in West Bengal
prepare to hold hearings from
Saturday to decide whether
lakhs of electors will remain on
therolls, an association of state
service officers has flagged a
serious concern over the poten-
tial of large-scale “system-
driven” deletions the EROs
could be blamed for, despite
not being involved in generat-
ing the notices.

In a letter to West Bengal
Chief Electoral Officer Manoj
Agarwal, with a copy to

EXPLAINED

ERO: Sole authority
for voter deletion

AT the heart of the issues
raised by the West Bengal
officers’ associationisthe
claim that names of persons
may be deleted from voters’
list without the knowledge
ofthe Electoral Registration
Officer - the competent au-
thority todecideifaperson
isalegitimate voter.

Chief Election Commissioner
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

party is expected to come to
power after the February 12
elections. Ousted Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina’s Awami
League has been barred from
the polls.

Randhir Jaiswal, spokesper-
son for the Ministry of External
Affairs, told reporters: “India
stands for strengthening our
ties with the people of Bangla-
desh. We favour peace and sta-
bility in Bangladesh and have
consistently called for free, fair,
inclusive and participatory
elections in Bangladesh.”

Underlining the “unremit-
ting hostilities” against minor-
ities in Bangladesh and flag-
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BJP workers hold a protest in Karnataka’s Chikkamagaluru on Friday
against the alleged killing of a Hindu youth in Bangladesh. pri

ging it “as a matter of grave con-
cern,” Jaiswal said India con-
demns the killing of a Hindu
youth in Bangladesh. In My-
mensingh, Dipu Chandra Das

Nation’s Pride

President Droupadi Murmu with the winners of this year’s ‘Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar’, which recognises exceptional achievements
of children between the age of 5 and 18, at the Rashtrapati Bhavan on Friday. pri

was beaten to death by a mob
over alleged blasphemy, and
hisbody was later set on fire on
December 18.
“Theunremitting hostilities

LUCKNOW, MUMBAI,

against the minorities in Bang-
ladesh including Hindus,
Christians and Buddhists is a
matter of grave concern. We
condemn therecentkillingofa
Hindu youth in Bangladesh
and expect that the perpetra-
tors of the crime will be brought
tojustice,” he said.

Tensions between Indiaand
Bangladesh escalated last week
following the death of July
2024 uprising leader Sharif
Osman Hadi. He died on De-
cember 18, sixdays after he was
shot in Dhaka. As protests
erupted on both sides of the
border, Delhi and Dhaka sum-
moned each other’s envoys ear-
lier this week to express

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

RELATED REPORT, P17

THE NATIONAL AWARDS were conferred
on the occasion of VVeer Bal Diwas, which

commemorates the martyrdom of
two sons of Guru Gobind Singh.

20 CHILDREN got the awards this year
across categories: Bravery, Social Service,
Environment, Sports, Art & Culture and
Science & Technology.

PMNARENDRA MODI, speaking at a Veer
Bal Diwas event, said the country should
resolve to rid itself of 'slave mentality'in

the next 10 years. PAGE 12

Any HC step on air purifier GST
will violate basic structure: Govt

Sohini Ghosh
New Delhi, December 26

OPPOSING THE Delhi High
Court’s intervention in a PIL
seeking GST reduction on air
purifiers from 18%to 5% by clas-
sifying them as medical devices,
the Centre said Friday that any
judicial direction willamountto
the court steppingintothelegis-
lative domain and violating the
Constitution’s basic structure of
separation of powers.

Stating that entertainingthe
petition will “open a Pandora’s
box” and the government is
“scared from the constitutional
perspective”, Additional Solici-
tor General N Venkataraman,
appearing for the Centre, said
thereisalready alegislative pro-

Centre questions motive of PIL,
says it will open a Pandora’s box

cess involved in dealing with
recommendations madein Par-
liamentary standing commit-
tee reports as well as how GST
Council meetings deliberate on
proposals. “How can this pro-
cessbescuttled through a court
process?” he said.

Advocate Kapil Madan, ap-
pearing as party-in-person in
the PIL, has submitted in the
petition that an air purifier can
be classified asa medical device
aspera February 11,2020 notifi-
cation of the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare.

Opposing the PIL and ques-

tioning the motive, the ASG
said, “This is not a PIL at all...
GST is only a ruse. This will
openaPandora’sbox... Thereis
a process. We will go through
the process... filing a petition
and getting a mandamus (a
court order) issued asking the
GST Council tosay thisor that...
, we are scared from the consti-
tutional perspective, it is the
doctrine of separation of
powers... We can’t give a com-
mitted date (on the GST
Council meeting) (but) we cer-
tainly see an agenda (by the

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Business as Usual
By EP UNNY

THEBIG
PICTURE

In Kerala,amob
and its many faces
PAGE 14

Sengar order perverse:
CBI challenges HC
finding, moves SC

His release will
jeopardise victim,
family: Agency

Ananthakrishnan G
New Delhi, December 26

DESCRIBING THE Delhi High
Court order suspending thelife
sentence of Unnao rape case
convict Kuldeep Singh Sengar
as “contrary to law” and “per-
verse”, the CBI Friday moved
the Supreme Court, challeng-
ing the HC finding that he was
not a public servant when he

Unnao rape case convict
Kuldeep Singh Sengar

committed the offence.

Inits appeal against the De-
cember 23 order which led to
public outrage and protests in-
cluding by the victim and her
family, the CBI said the HC

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

NAGPUR, PATNA, PUNE, VADODARA

RUN-UP TO CWG 2030 IN AHMEDABAD

priority:
Fix AQI,

buildinfra

Ritu Sharma & Leena Misra
Gandhinagar, December 26

FIXING THE air quality index
and public transport systems
will be the Gujarat govern-
ment’s top priority, along with
setting up “international stan-
dard sports facilities”, as it pre-
pares to host the Common-
wealth Games 2030, Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel has
told The Indian Express.

In an exclusive interview,
Patel detailed how his govern-
ment was streamlining pro-
cesses to meet deadlines and
ensure delivery. “We are work-
ing closely with the United Na-
tions Environment Programme
to align our air quality index
(AQI) with global public health
benchmarks... The experience
of successfully managing large
crowds during major concerts,
festivalsand cultural events has
given us confidence in hand-
ling the scale and complexity of
an international sporting
event”, he said. “We aim at not
just hosting events successfully,
but to leave behind infrastruc-

. EXPRESS
Interview
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ture that continues to improve
everyday urban life long after
the Games are over.”

Patel’s government has also
been aggressively hiring and
fixing its governance and ad-
ministration, largely based
on recommendations of the
Gujarat Administrative Re-
forms Commission (GARC) ap-
pointed early this year.

His Cabinet saw an
overhaul in October, with new
ministersbeingsworninalong
with aDeputy Chief Minister in
Harsh Sanghavi, who also

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

DELHI-MUMBAI EXPRESSWAY
‘Negligible progress™
NHAI notice to firm
on ending contract
for expressway work

‘Intent-to-terminate’ notice to Pune
contractor for 35-km stretch in Gujarat

DheerajMishra
New Delhi, December 26

THE NATIONAL Highways
Authority of India (NHAI) has
issued an “intent to terminate
notice” to Pune-based contrac-
tor Roadway Solutions India
Infra Ltd (RSIIL), citing “negli-
gible financial progress” in the
35-km Jujuwa-Gandeva sec-
tion (Package 8) of the Delhi-
Mumbai Expressway in Guja-
rat, derailing the entire
1,386-km project.

On December 18, The In-
dian Expressreported that a 87-
km stretch in Gujarat, which in-
cluded the Jujuwa-Gandeva
section, had derailed the Rs
1.04 lakh crore project.

It was one of the two pack-
ages re-awarded to the com-
pany after scrapping the
contract over delay in works.
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The Indian Express report dated
Dec 18 onthe delay in the project

On December 23, a 23-page
letter was sent to the RSIIL, giv-
ing it 15 days to respond. In its
letter, the NHAI said the con-
tractor could achieve only 4.5
per cent financial progress de-
spite the lapse of 16 months
from the date of appointment or
the contractor’sstart date which
was August 31,2024. “As per the
18 months contract, the progress
should have been 70 per cent till
date... but there has been negli-
gible progress,” it stated.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

oTHE PROJECT WILL BE DEVELOPED BY NHPC LIMITED AT AN ESTIMATED COST OF RS 3277.45 CRORE

Indus Treaty on hold, green nod for another hydel project on Chenab

Nikhil Ghanekar
New Delhi, December 26

AMID THE Centre’s push to
expedite pending infrastruc-
ture projects in the Indus
basin, the Environment Min-
istry’s sectoral ex-
pert appraisal com-
mittee (EAC) on
hydel projects has
recommended

clearance for the 260-MW
Dulhasti Stage-II project on
the Chenab river in the Kish-
twar district of Jammu and
Kashmir, according to min-
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utes of the panel’s
December 19 meeting.

The project will be devel-
oped by the NHPC Limited at
an estimated cost of Rs 327745
crore.

The 390-MW Dulhasti-I is
a run-of-the river
scheme, and was
commissioned in
~ 2007 by NHPC Ltd.
Dulhasti-II will utilise the
existing dam, reservoir, power
intake of the Stage-I project,
and draw water from the Ma-
rusudar river, a tributary of
the Chenab, via the Pakal

® Dulhasti HEP-II
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river '
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Dul project.
While giving its nod, the
panel noted that the water of

the Chenab basin is shared be-
tween India and Pakistan, in
accordance with provisions of
the Indus Water Treaty, 1960,
and parameters of the project
were planned in accordance
with the treaty.

“However, the Indus Water
Treaty stands suspended ef-
fective from 23rd April, 2025,”
the panel noted in the
minutes.

India put the IWT in abey-
ance after the April 22 Pahal-
gam terror attack earlier this
year. Under the treaty, Pakis-
tan controlled the waters of

Indus, Jhelum and Chenab
while India controlled Ravi,
Beas and Sutle;j. ¢

After the IWT was put in
abeyance, the Centre has
moved to expedite several
hydroelectric projects in the
Indus basin such as Sawal-
kote, Ratle, Bursar, Pakal Dul,
Kwar, Kiru, Kirthai-I and
II.

The clearance will be sub-
ject to general and some spe-
cific conditions, including de-
velopment of a river
conservation strategy to miti-
gate the impacts of hydrologi-

epaper.indianexpress.com

cal alterations due to the op-
erations of Dulhasti-II and
Pakal Dul dam.

“It was noted that the Dul-
hasti Stage-II HEP is planned
to utilise surplus water to be
diverted from the Marusudar
river through the Pakal-Dul
powerhouse into the Dulhasti
reservoir. Downstream of di-
version of Pakal Dul HEP,
about 25 km stretch of Maru-
sudar river will undergo sig-
nificant hydrological alter-
ation upon commissioning of
the Pakal Dul Hydroelectric
Project,” the committee

noted.

Inlight of this, it directed a
structured river conservation
strategy, covering aspects re-
lated to robust environmental
flow regimes, restoration and
maintenance of channel mor-
phology, protection and con-
servation of aquatic and ripar-
ian biodiversity.

The Chenab basin already
has three operational projects:
the 390-MW Dulhasti-I at
Kishtwar, the 890-MW Bagli-
har at Ramban, and the 690-
MW Salal at Reasi.

Other projects under con-

struction on Chenab include
the Ratle (850 MW), Kiru (624
MW), Kwar (540 MW).

The Dulhasti Stage-II pro-
ject will require an area of 60.3
hectares, according to in-
formation submitted to
the EAC.

A public hearing was con-
ducted on August 22 in Banz-
war village, where the power-
house is proposed.

Private land spread over
8.26 hectares will be acquired
from 62 families in Banzwar
and Palmar villages of
Kishtwar.

. Ahmedabad
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Meeting with V-P

Vice President C P Radhakrishnan meets Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar in New Delhi on Friday. ani

India flags concernto
the US over cancellation
of H1B visainterviews

Express News Service
New Delhi, December 26

THE MINISTRY of External Af-
fairson Friday said it has flagged
its concerns to the US over can-
cellation of pre-scheduled H1B
visainterviews of large numbers
of Indian applicants and that
both sides are engaged on the
issue.

The government has re-
ceived several representations
from Indian nationals who are
facing problemswith the resche-
duling of their visa appoint-
mentsMEA spokesperson Rand-
hir Jaiswal said at the weekly
media briefing.

From December 15, the US
expanded the vetting of social
media accounts to all H-1B visa
applicants as well as their de-
pendents. “In every visacase, we
will take the time necessary to
ensure an applicant does not
pose a risk to the safety and se-
curity of the United States and
thathe orshe has credibly estab-
lished his or her eligibility for the
visa sought, including that the
applicant intends to engage in
activities consistent with the
terms of admission. The Depart-
ment of State regularly shifts ap-
pointments as needed tomatch
resource availability,” the US
Embassy spokesperson said.

Thissocial mediascrutiny of

applications comes three
monthsafterthe US administra-
tion led by President Donald
Trumpincreased the fee fornew
H-1B applicants to about US
$100,000 (about Rs 89.8 lakh)
from about $2,000-$5,000, de-
pending on employer size and
other costs.

Visa-related issues pertainto
the sovereign domain of any
country, Jaiswal said, adding:
“We have flagged these issues
and our concernstothe USside,
both here in New Delhi and in
Washington DC.” He said several
Indians have been stranded for
extended periods of time in
India causing a lot of “hard-
ships” to them and their
families.

Interviews of thousands of
H-1Bvisa applicantsslated from
the middle of Decemberin India
have been abruptly postponed
by several months to scrutinise
their social media posts and on-
line profiles. Some of the appli-
cants, whose visa appointments
were scheduled last week, re-
ceived emails from USimmigra-
tion authorities informing that
their interviews are being
pushed back as late as May next
year. “The government of India
remains actively engaged with
the US side to minimise the dis-
ruptions caused to our na-
tionals,” Jaiswal said.

Street food vendor
arrested for ‘abusing’
customer whom he sold
veg biryani with bone

Express News Service
Ghaziabad, December 26

A STREET food vendor has
been arrested in Ghaziabad’s
Loni after a woman alleged
that she was abused and
threatened when she con-
fronted the seller on finding a
bone in the vegetable biryani
she had purchased from him.

Rashid alias Rahul (28), a
resident of the 100-foot road
near Neelam Factory, was ar-
rested on December 24.

Police said the incident
took place a day earlier near
the 80-Foot road, close to Nee-
lam Factory.

The woman, Tannu
Sharma, had got two plates of
vegetable biryani packed
from a roadside stall, RK Bi-
ryani. While eating at home,
she allegedly found a piece of
bone in the biryani.

Following this, she re-
turned to the stall along with
her husband to confront the
vendor.

In her statement to police,
the woman said that when she
confronted the vendor, he
abused her and threatened to
kill her.

A video of the incident,

which has gone viral on social
media, shows the couple
handing over the biryani to
the shopkeeper, saying, “Veg
biryani mein haddi mili hai
(there is a bone in the veg bi-
ryani).”

The shopkeeper is seen
opening the disposable paper
box and responding, “I have
made a mistake.”

To this, the husband
replies, “How can you make
such a huge mistake?”

As the argument con-
tinued, several people gath-
ered at the spot, with some of
them seen hurling abuses at
the vendor.

An FIR waslodged into the
matter the next day at Loni
Border police station.

“Based on the complaint
filed by the woman, the ac-
cused was booked for abusing
her, criminal intimidation
and selling adulterated food,”
said ACP Ankur Vihar Gyan
Prakash Rai.

“During questioning, the
accused denied the presence
of any bone in the food. The
food sample has been sent for
testing, and further legal ac-
tion will be taken based on the
report,” he added.

Paan masala advt case: Consumer
court orders forensic test of Salman
Khan's signon power of attorney

Kota: A consumer courtin Kota
on Friday ordered Bollywood
Actor Salman Khan’s personal
appearance in a “misleading”
paan masala advertisement
case and forensic examination
ofthe signature on power of at-
torney submitted before the
court. The court noted that next
hearingon the matter will be on
January 20.

The complainant, advocate
Indra Mohan Singh Honey,
whois also a BJPleader, on Oc-
tober 15 filed a complaint in
Kota consumer court alleging
that Rajshree Pan Masala and
Khan are misleading the people
with advertisement of pan ma-
sala in the name of “saffron-in-

fused cardamom” and saffron-
infused pan masala.

He argued that when saf-
fron costs Rs 4 lakh per kilo-
gram, how canitbe availablein
a pan masala pouch of Rs 57
The actor and the company are
misleading the public and the
youths getting attracted to-
wards consuming pan masala
and falling victim to serious dis-
eases like cancer.

On the previous hearing on
December 9, the petitioner had
raised objections to Khan’s sig-
nature on the power of attorney
and reply to the court notice
submitted before the courtand
demanded an investigation
into the matter. p1i
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D_elhi on Rahman return; Polls mustbe free

concern over the situation.
According to Jaiswal, over
2,900 incidents of violence
against minorities have been
documented in Bangladesh by
independent sources during
the tenure of the interim gov-
ernment. “The incidents of vi-

olence against minorities in
Bangladesh cannot be brushed
aside as media exaggeration or
dismissed as political violence,”
he said. Soon after he returned
to Dhaka, Rahman said, “It is
time for us all to build the
country together. We want to

Air purifier GST

petitioner), we are very, very
concerned.”

“If an air purifier... hasto be
declared a medical device... so
much complicationin thelicen-
sing procedure. It is extremely
regulated... There is a process
involved. How can this process
be scuttled through a court pro-
cess? I see a lot of things calcu-
lated in this petition, I may be
wrong or right,” he said.

To the High Court’s sugges-
tion on December 24 that the
Centre should consider if a vir-
tual meeting of the Council can
be called given the air pollution
situation in Delhi and its sur-
roundingareas, Venkataraman
made it clear that it will not be
possible.

Justice Vikas Mahajan, who

was on bench with Justice
Vinod Kumar, said, “The court’s
only concern was, as I can see
fromthe order (of December 24)
that having regard to the pollu-
tion situation in Delhi and sur-
rounding areas, why the GST
should not be reduced from 18
to 5%. Whatever way you want,
youdoit, find away out for that.
The price range for air purifiers
is starting from Rs 10,000-
12,000 and goes up to Rs
60,000.Itisbeyond the reach of
acommon man. Why not bring
it down to a reasonable level
where acommon man can also
affordit?... Whatis the difficulty
in the GST Council meeting?
They cantake a call.”

The ASG said the GST
Council involves Finance Min-

build a safe Bangladesh. In
Bangladesh, no matter who a
woman, man, or child is, they
should be able to leave their
homes safely and return safely.”

Invoking Martin Luther
King Jr’s “I have a dream” re-
mark, he said: “I have a plan for

isters from across the nation
and “each one perceives it very
differently.”

“We (Union Ministry of Fi-
nance) had an urgent meeting
yesterday. We have the follow-
ing concerns with this petition:
itis aloaded petition, we want
toknow who is behind this peti-
tion. This is not a PIL at all.
Please come to the prayers, it
has nothing to do with GST,
GST is only a ruse... (on prayer
seeking classification of air
purifier as a medical device)
Health Ministry is not even a
party to the petition. Who is he
(petitioner) trying to finish, we
don’t know. Somebody wants a
monopoly in air purifiers, we
don’t know. We are really con-
cerned... It is a convoluted,

the people of my country and
for my country... This plan is for
the interest of the people, for
the development of the
country, for changing the lot of
the country. Toimplement the
plan, I need the support of all
the people of the country.”

loaded petition.”

Warning thatany court direc-
tion in this regard may breach
the separation of powers be-
tween thelegislature andjudici-
ary, the ASGsaid, “Separation of
powersisabasicstructure....The
report (by the Parliamentary
standing committee of science
and technology) hasbeensentto
the Environment Ministry, they
will in turn ask for an action
taken report from the Depart-
ment of Revenue. If required,
the Department of Revenue will
lead evidence.”

The bench permitted the
Centre to file a counter-affida-
vit and also allowed the peti-
tioner to file a rejoinder to it by
January 9, the next date of hear-
ing.

‘Negligible progress’: NHAI notice to firm

The project milestones were
revised and modified on a
number of occasions, the NHAI
said, noting that “despite the
continuous support by the
authority, the contractor failed
to demonstrate any improve-
ment”.

It said the contractor was
required to shift the utility from
the site and despite NHAI pay-
ing supervision charges, the
RSIIL failed to do so, and start
work. It said the contractor
failed to mobilise adequate ma-
chinery as per the requirement
at the site.

“Three supplementary
agreements were done with the
contractor tojointly resolve the
issues in the project, but there
has been no significant prog-
ress,” the NHAI told the com-
pany. It said that upon expiry of
the notice, the authority would
be entitled to terminate the
contract.

The Indian Express con-
tacted the NHAI for an official
comment on the letter. It is yet
to respond.

Earlier, Navjeet Gadhoke,
Director, RSIIL, said “the delay
is not on part of the contractor,

Sengar order perverse:

failed to consider that a sitting
MLA, byvirtue ofholdinga con-
stitutional office, is vested with
public trust and authority over
the electorate, and that such a
position carries heightened re-
sponsibility arising from duties
owed to the State and society”.

It said the HC “has erred in
law by failing to adopt a purpos-
iveinterpretation thatadvances
the object and intent of the
POCSO Act, a special victim-
centric legislation enacted to
protect children from sexual of-
fences”.

The HC, it said, “hasignored
that releasing” Sengar “on bail
and suspending his sentence
during the pendency of the ap-
peal would not only be against
the law but would also jeopard-
ise the well-being and safety of
the victim/survivor and her
family”.

Seeking a stay on the HC
order, the CBI said the “judg-
ment is contrary to law and is
perverse... the protection of vic-
tim is paramount if the respon-
dent is released from prison...
safety and security of victim will
be at peril”. Sengar, it said, is a
“highly influential person hav-
ing muscle and money power
and still can cause injury to the
victim and her family”.

The HC, while deciding the
expelled BJP leader’s plea for
suspension of the sentence, had
held that “at this stage”, it was
“satisfied that... offence under
Section 5(c) of the POCSO Act is
not made out against the appel-
lant on account of him not fall-
ing within the definition of a
public servant”.

Challengingthis, the CBI said
the HC “has failed to appreciate
the main objectives of the legis-
lation while providing Section 5
(c) of the POCSO Act, is not only
recognition of constitutional
rights of children to care, safety
and dignity but also protection
from sexual abuse and exploita-
tion. A comprehensive and
meaningful reading of Section
5(c)...leadstoanirrefutable con-
clusion that it seeksto punish ex-
ploitation and sexual abuse of
children from ‘public servants’
owingtouse of their powet, posi-
tion, authority or status, be it
political or otherwise”.

It said the HC “has failed to
appreciate that the sitting local
MLA is in a position of trust or
authority by virtue of being a
public servant to a general elec-
torate of his constituency”.

It said the HC “failed to ap-
preciate that the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988, and the
Protection of Children from Sex-
ual Offences Act, 2012, share a
common legislative purpose in
regulatingand penalizingabuse
of authority. Both Acts target
people in positions of trust or
public duty, impose enhanced
accountability where positionis
misused, and adopt a purposive
interpretation of ‘public servant’
or ‘person in authority’ to ad-
vance the object of public protec-
tion. Consequently, a harmoni-
ous and constructive reading
ensures that misconductby per-
sons holding official or authori-
tative positions is fully action-
able under the respective
statutes”.

The agency said “offences

it is the default of the NHAI for
non provision of land”. He said
the company got the work
again in rebidding because
“there was no default” on its
part.

The expressway, which
passes through Delhi, Haryana,
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
Gujaratand Maharashtra, is di-
vided into 53 packages. Three
packages —numbers 8 (Jujuwa-
Gandeva), 9 (Karvad-Jujuwa)
and 10 (Talsari-Karvad) on the
Vadodara-Virar section — were
awarded to RSIIL in May, July
and March of 2021, respectively.

under Section 5(c) of the POCSO
Act are of greater gravity than
corruption  offences by
MPs/MLAs. While corruption
undermines governance, Sec-
tion 5(c) POCSO offencesinvolve
directabuse of children, trigger-
ing severe physical, psychologi-
cal, and moral harm. The legis-
lature hastherefore provided for
stringent mandatory penalties,
protective procedural safe-
guards, and enhanced liability
for persons in positions of trust
or authority, reflecting the
higher societal interest in pro-
tecting the vulnerable over ab-
stract institutional harm.”

The CBI said that Section 42
A of POCSO Act states that the
provisions of the Act shall be in
addition to and not in deroga-
tion of the provisions of any
otherlaw forthetimeinbeingin
force and that in case of any in-
consistency, the provisions of
POCSO “shall have overriding ef-
fect”.

It said that the HC “failed to
correctly appreciate” the1997SC
judgement “in the case of LK
Advani v. CBI “wherein the ac-
cused MLAwasheld tobeapub-
lic servant within the meaning
of Section 2 (c) (viii) of Preven-
tion of Corruption Act which
was interpreted to mean each
and every person who holds the
office by virtue of (which) he is
required to perform any public
duty in the discharge of each
State or publiccommunityisin-
terested would be deemed to be
apublicservant”.

TheHC, itsaid, also “failed to
appreciate the law laid down by
the” SC in the case of PV Nara-

The NHAI first scrapped the
contract for Jujuwa-Gandeva
and Karvad-Jujuwa in March
2023 due to delays, and issued
anew tender. The RSIIL partici-
pated in the tender process
again, and ended up bagging
the contract for both sectionsin
November 2023 with the lowest
bid.

At the end of almost four
years now, less than 20 per cent
of the 87-km stretch under
these three packages has been
completed, while therest of the
expressway in Gujaratis almost
ready.

CBImoves SC

simhaRaov. State (CBI) wherein
it was “examined whether
Members of Parliament and
State Legislators are public ser-
vants for the purposes of the Pre-
vention of Corruption Act,
1947... The Court held thatan MP
and a state legislator is a public
servant under Section 21 IPC for
the purpose of corruption pros-
ecution and isnotimmune from
prosecution for bribery just be-
cause of parliamentary status”.
“Section 21 of the IPC, Sec-
tion 2 (c) of the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988, and Sec-
tion5(c) of the POCSO Act, 2012,
share a common legislative in-
tent of holding persons in posi-
tions of trust, authority, or public
duty accountable for miscon-
duct. A purposive and har-
monious construction of these
provisions ensures that MPs,
MLAs, government function-
aries, and other persons exer-
cising public functions are
treated as ‘public servants’ or
‘persons in  authority’
wherever abuse of office or
trust occurs, thereby advanc-
ingboth the objectives of anti-
corruption law and protection
of vulnerable persons,” it said.
Pointing out that Sengar
had also been convicted for
culpable homicide not
amounting to murder in con-
nection with the death ofthe vic-
tim’s father in custody, the CBI
said that while considering ap-
plications for suspension of sen-
tence, “the criminal antecedents
of a convict and impact on pub-
lic confidence in the justice de-
livery system are relevant
considerations™.

Sacrifice of the four Sahibzadas to be included in
primary school curriculum: Rajasthan CM Sharma

Press Trust of India
Jaipur, December 26

RAJASTHAN CHIEF Minister
Bhajan Lal Sharma on Friday
announced that the saga of the
sacrifice of the four Sahibzadas
(sons) of the tenth Sikh Guru,
Guru Gobind Singh, will be in-
cluded in the primary school
curriculum.

He said this while inaugu-
rating an exhibition marking
'Veer Bal Diwas' organised at
the BJP state office in Jaipur.
The exhibition paid tribute to
Sahibzada Zorawar Singh and
Sahibzada Fateh Singh, who

were martyred at a young age.

Sharma jointly inaugur-
ated the exhibition with BJP
state president Madan Ra-
thore.

“The sacrifice of Guru Go-
bind Singh's four Sahibzadasis
an immortal example of pa-
triotism, protection of faith
and human values,” the CM
said, recalling the martyrdom
of Zorawar Singh and Fateh
Singh, who, despite their
tender age, refused to submit
to oppression.

He said the courage of Mata
Gujri was also effectively por-
trayed through the exhibition.

He said the decision to in-
clude the Sahibzadas'sacrifice
in the primary education cur-
riculum aims to ensure that fu-
ture generations learn about
their history, martyrdom and
inspirational legacy from an
early age.

Addressing the gathering,
Rathore underlined Hindu-
Sikh unity, saying both com-
munities share common
values, ideals and a strong
sense of nationalism.

He said divisions in society
on religious or sectarian lines
weaken the nation and
stressed the need for social har-
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mony and communal amity.

Rathore added that the
martyrdom of the Sahibzadas
sends a strong message to the
youth that courage, service to
the nation and protection of
faith are not limited by age.

The four Sahibzadas were
killed by Mughal forces under
orders from the governor of
Sirhind, Wazir Khan. The two
elder sons — Ajit Singh and
Jujhar Singh — died fighting
in the Battle of Chamkaur,
while the younger ones — Zo-
rawar Singh and Fateh Singh
— were bricked alive in De-
cember 1704.

G_uiarat CM

holds the sports portfolio.

In the last six months, the
government has  hired
teachers, health workers and
policemen tofill the long-pend-
ingvacancies tostrengthen the
“frontline service delivery”,
Patel said, adding that his gov-
ernment is focusing on “mov-
ing away from reactive
hiring toward abinding 10-year
recruitment calendar”.

About the CWG 2030, Patel
said that detailed economicim-
pactassessments are being car-
ried out to ensure that invest-
ments remain “financially
responsible and sustainable.”

“Gujarat is working to en-
sure that the road to 2030 be-
comes a global benchmark -
not just for hosting a sporting
event, but for showcasing the
idea of a truly Viksit Gujarat”,
he said.

Emphasising how "moni-
toring systems" had been putin
place to ensure timelines are
met, the CM said thata Govern-
ance Performance Index (GPI)
isin place, which he personally
monitors  through the
CM Dashboard.

“Some of the areas in the
state which are really doing
well on GPI are industries and
investments. With the help of
real-time tracking, I do not
need to ask any department
about how long the issue has
been pending or what
measures have been taken for
people-oriented schemes,”
he said.

He also cited the Statewide
Attention on Grievances by Ap-
plication of Technology (SWA-
GAT) platform as an effective
mechanism to address griev-
ances of citizens, mostly
about "land-related matters".

“The mechanism is com-
pletely apolitical. To date, I
have not received a single ref-
erence from any political rep-
resentative in support of or
against the complaints or
their redressal. However, cer-

tainly I have often told the dis-
trict and talukalevel concerned
authorities to work effectively
to get the complaints resolved
at their level itself,” the CM
About the CWG 2030, Patel said
that detailed economic impact
assessments are being carried
out to ensure that investments
remain "financially responsible
and sustainable".

"Gujarat is working to en-
sure that the road to 2030 be-
comes a global benchmark -
not just for hosting a sporting
event, but for showcasing the
idea of a truly Viksit
Gujarat", he said.

Emphasising how "moni-
toring systems" had been putin
place to ensure timelines are
met, the CM said thata Govern-
ance Performance Index (GPI)
isin place, which he personally
monitors through the CM
Dashboard.

“Some of the areas in the
state which are really doing
well on GPI are industries and
investments. With the help of
real-time tracking, I do not
need to ask any department
about how long the issue has
been pending or what
measures have been taken for
people-oriented schemes,”
he said.

He also cited the Statewide
Attention on Grievances by
Application of Technology
(SWAGAT) platform as an ef-
fective mechanism to ad-
dress grievances of citizens,
mostly about "land-related
matters".

“The mechanism is com-
pletely apolitical. To date, I
have not received a single ref-
erence from any political rep-
resentative in support of or
against the complaints or
their redressal. However, cer-
tainly I have often told the
district and taluka level con-
cerned authorities to work ef-
fectively to get the com-
plaints resolved at their level
itself,” the CM said.

Bihar playbook

Gyanesh Kumar’s office, the
West Bengal Civil Service (Execu-
tive) Officers’ Association on
Wednesday flagged the “suo
motu system-driven deletion of
electors from the draft electoral
rolls in West Bengal in the on-
going SIR process bypassing the
statutory role of EROs”.

The EROs are the sole and
competentauthority toissue no-
tices if they doubt an elector’s
eligibility, includingcitizenship,
as per the Representation of the
People Act,1950. However, inthe
ongoing Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls, the
ECI’scentralised portal hasbeen
used togenerate notices. TheIn-
dian Express had reported on
December 16 that EROs across
Bihar had found “pre-filled no-
tices” appearingon theirindivid-
ual log-ins on the ECI’s central-
ised portal. Significantly, while
thenoticesborethe namesofthe
EROs, they had not been gener-
ated by them.

AnElectoral Registration Of-
ficer (ERO) in West Bengal,
who did not wish to be named,
said noticesare generated by the
ECI software, and not by the of-
ficer concerned. “Wehavean op-
tion/button for notice gener-
ation. When we use it, notice is
automatically generated. At
present, the software generates
notices for voters who are not
mapped with the 2002 SIR data.
Accordingly, notices to these
voters are sent. However, in the
case of voters with ‘logical dis-
crepancies’ in data, we have no
power to decide which elector
will be called for a hearing. That
will be decided only by the ECL”
the ERO in Nadia district said.

In his letter, Saikat Asraf Ali,
General Secretary of the state
civil service officers association
said, “It is observed that names
of electors might be deleted from
the electoral roll without the
knowledge ofthe EROwhoisthe
competent authority as per the
statute. The common people
who will be affected by such ac-
tion will only blame the ERO
without knowing that the ERO
has been kept out of the entire
deletion process by the Commis-
sion.” Ali told this newspaper
thattheassociation wants ECIto
follow the law and be transpar-
ent. “Ifthey make deletions, and
what they have done so far, they
should clarify to people that the
ERO is not responsible for the
deletions. Otherwise people will
blameus. We alsodon'twantany
genuineelector’snametobede-
leted,” he said.

Anofficialinthe West Bengal
CEO office, however, said de-

tailed instructions were given to
all DEOs (District Election Of-
ficers), EROs and AEROs in Oc-
tober itselfbefore SIR work com-
menced in West Bengal. “Why
arethe officersraisingsuch ques-
tions now? Only those electors
whohave nomappingwith 2002
SIR are being served notices to
come for hearing. That number
isaround 311lakhin West Bengal.
The ECIwill start scrutinisingthe
voters with ‘logical discrep-
ancies’. Thenitwillbe decided by
EChowthosenoticeswillbe gen-
erated,” the official said.

The officers’ association said
while the ECI, asa constitutional
authority, reserves the right to
issue necessary directions re-
garding the revision process,
“large-scale deletion of entries
from the electoral rollsbypassing
the mandatory statutory provi-
sions entail a legitimate appre-
hension thatthe EROs are being
accountable for the act of dele-
tion while they do not have the
opportunity to exercise their
statutory responsibilities
through quasi-judicial hearing”.
“Further, the act of system-
driven deletion of so many elec-
torsallatonce appearstoinfringe
upon the natural rights of elec-
torswho might well be otherwise
eligibleunder existing provisions
of the law yet, for some reasons
or other, could not be present
during the Enumeration pro-
cess,” the association wroteinits
letter. “It has been found on the
date ofthedraft publication that
a considerable number of elec-
tors, whose Enumeration Forms
have not been returned on al-
leged groundssuch asdeath, mi-
gration, absence, or duplication,
havebeen deleted from the draft
electoral rolls,” the association
said.

“Seen against the existing
legal provisions as enumerated
in the Representation of the
People Act, 1950 read with the
Electoral Registration of Electors
Rules, 1960, itisobserved thatthe
law clearly mandates that an
elector's name can be deleted
with care on special grounds
such as, when ‘the person con-
cerned has ceased to be ordi-
narily resident in the consti-
tuency orthat heisotherwise not
entitled to be registered in the
electoral roll of that consti-
tuency’ and also, in all such
cases, ‘the electoral registration
officer shall give the person con-
cerned areasonable opportunity
of being heard in respect of the
action proposed tobetakeninre-
lation to him’ (Section 22 of the
Representation of the People
Act,1950).
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‘Ominous’
office?

WITH TWO Collectors of
Surendranagar district now
under Directorate of
Enforcement (ED) scanner
in connection with alleged
money laundering cases
within the past four years,
thereistalkamongthe
power corridors to getthe
collector office “cleansed
through a hawan or puja”
before bureaucrats turn
down to take the position,
fearing similar fate. The
most recent case is 0f2015
batch IAS officer Rajendra
Patel, who was posted as
Surendranagar Collector
since February 2025, and
was removed from his post
by the General Administra-
tion Department (GAD) this
week and kept without
posting. A2011batch IAS
officer, KRajesh, who was
Surendranagar collectorin
2021, remains under
suspension since July 2022.
Rajeshis also facing charges
by the EDin a money
laundering case.

Ahmedabad
Riverfrontan
example of
political will: CM

Express News Service
Vadodara, December 26

STATING THAT “political will”
was of foremost priority in de-
velopment of projects for the
larger public interest, Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel on
Friday urged the Vadodara Mu-
nicipal Corporation to “do
quality work” so as to have sur-
plus funds to utilise along with
“peace” in the days.

Patel inaugurated projects
and lay foundation stone for de-
velopment works worth Rs 957
crore of the VMC, where he also
cited the example of the Sabar-
mati Riverfront and said, “To
make development projects a
reality, you need vision and de-
termination... you have all seen
the Riverfrontin Ahmedabad...
we saw it earlier too. It is an
example of political will. There
are thousands of slums along
the river but you can only de-
velop when you have shifted
them, allotted them homes;
then the riverfront has been
made.. No one was crushed in
the name of development.
Whatever firm decisions have
to be done for the larger devel-
opment need political will and
which is what we have done.”

Stating that the Urban De-
velopment budget has in-
creased from Rs SO0 crore in
2005 when then CM Narendra
Modi started the Urban Devel-
opment Year to the present day
budget of Rs 30,000 crore, CM
Patel stressed on the quality of
work. He said, “Earlier, if you
wanted to complete works
worth Rs 11akh, you had to run
from pillar to post... Today, you
can get work worth crores of ru-
pees done even for a corporator.
Gujarat has ranked first in fi-
nance management... So, if you
doqualitywork, you will notonly
have peace for five years but you
will also have surplus money...”

Khel Mahakumbh
participantsrose
from16Lto72L

in15yrs: CM Patel

Express News Service
Ahmedabad, December 26

CHIEF MINISTER Bhupendra
Patel on Friday said the partici-
pation in the Khel Mahakumbh
has increased from 16 lakh in
2010 to 72 lakh in 2025, and
threw light on the fact that 16
talented players from Gujarat
are representing the state and
country in national and inter-
national sports competitions.

CM Patel made the state-
ment while addressing an in-
augural session of the three-
day national convention of
Kreeda Bharatiin Ahmedabad.

Quoting CM Patel, an offi-
cial release stated that Khel Ma-
hakumbh waslaunched by the
then CM of Gujarat and current
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in 2010 with a noble intention
that one should develop in
every sphere and sports too has
its importance.

PROUD MOMENT FOR GUJARAT: FOREST & ENVIRONMENT MINISTER

“Tiger State’ tag regained after 33 yrs as big
cat’s presence in Ratanmahal confirmed

Arjun Modhwadia says Gujarat has
now become the only state to host
three big cat species — lion, tiger
and leopard — simultaneously

Express News Service
Ahmedabad, December 26

GUJARAT HAS regained its
status as a ‘Tiger State’ after 33
years, with the National Tiger
Conservation Authority
(NTCA) confirming the pres-
ence of a tiger in the Ratanma-
hal Wildlife Sanctuary in cen-
tral Gujarat and including the
state in the national Tiger
Census.

Forest and Environment
Minister Arjun Modhwadia an-
nounced the development in
an official statement on Friday.

Accordingtothe statement,
forest officials detected pug-
marks of atiger on February 23
this year in the Pipalgota
Round of the Kanjeta Range in
the sanctuary. Subsequent
analysis of cameratrap datare-
vealed an image of a tiger cap-
tured on February 22 at
2:40 am.

Modhwadia said the NTCA
was informed about the pres-
ence of the tiger following these
findings.

“Onthebasisofthat,ateam
of the NTCA carried out astudy
in Gujarat and confirmed the
presence of atiger in Ratanma-
hal Wildlife Sanctuary inits pri-
mary report and included Gu-
jarat for the Tiger Censusinthe
country, while also suggesting
steps to strengthen the eco-
system,” the minister was
quoted as saying in the official
release.

The release, however,
added that the Gujarat Forest
Department is yet toreceive an
authorised communication
from the NTCA in this regard.

The minister said the state
Forest Department has begun
efforts to strengthen the eco-
system for tiger habitation.

“The area is being con-
stantly supervised since confir-
mation of the tiger’s presence,
and necessary steps are being
taken to ensure availability of
water and prey base, security,
and fire prevention. The
number of camera traps in the
area has also been increased,”
Modhwadia said.

According to agovernment statement issued on Friday, forest officials detected pugmarks of a tiger on
February 23 this year in the Pipalgota Round of the Kanjeta Range in the sanctuary. Express

He added that the sanctu-
ary already has wild boars, blue
bulls and monkeys, and that
prey base species are being aug-
mented where required. “Addi-
tionally, antelopes and spotted
deer were released in the area
during the monsoon. At the
same time, forest department
officials will be trained in con-
servation and breeding of
tigers. Moreover, attempts are
on to bring a female tiger to in-
crease the tiger population in
the region. All efforts are also
being made to ensure that Rat-
anmahal Sanctuaryisdeclared

Criminal negligence behind Vadodara
flood situation: Congress targets BJP

Express News Service
Vadodara, December 26

THE CONGRESS party’s Jan
Aakrosh Yatra on Friday ar-
rived in Vadodara city, begin-
ning from Savli, with Congress
leaders attacking the BJP for
the floods faced by Vadodara
city time and again due to the
delay in implementing the re-
juvenation of the Vishwamitri
River.

Gujarat Pradesh Congress
Committee (GPCC) President
Amit Chavda attacked the BJP
for “criminal negligence” that
led to floods in Vadodara.
Chavda said, “Every year a
flood situation is created in a
citylike Vadodaraand only the
criminal negligence and cor-
ruption of the people in power
ofthe corporation and Gandhi-
nagar are responsible for this.
The flood-affected people are
not even given assistance and
on the pretext of a project worth
crores in the name of deepen-
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ing the Vishwamitri river, the
peoplein power are only filling
their own pockets. They do not
care about the people....There
islack of permanentjobsin the
corporation, and law and order
isweak, leading to incidents of
rape, bootlegging and increas-
ing drug abuse in colleges, but
the BJP government is busy in
politics of symbolism.”
Astheyatra proceeded from
Manjusar, Dumad, Chhaniand
parts of Vadodara city, Chavda
and Leader of Opposition Dr
Tushar Chaudhary continued
to accuse the BJP of failing to
implement policies. Chaud-
hary said BJP is a government
of industrialists. “This govern-
ment can only think of indus-
trialists. Itisa government that
protects industrialists no

matter what wrong they do.
Here the Labor Law, Factory
Act and law and order do not
apply toworkers. If changeisto
be brought about, then an or-
ganised struggle is necessary
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and the Congress Party is fully
ready for that struggle and in
the coming time we will fight
for the rights and entitlements
of workers from the streets to
the House...”

Chavda said workers in
GIDC Savli were being made to
toil for over 12 hours despite the
eight-hours work-a-day law
and without any safety ar-
rangements. “When workers
die in accidents, their families
are not given any proper com-
pensation or assistance. Local
youth are not given employ-
ment. The workers have also
made a serious representation
that BJP leaders are extorting
huge amounts from the com-
panies at the expense of exploit-
ing the workers, due to which
the condition of the workers is
becoming more miserable.
Laws were made for the
workers during the Congress
governments, but not a single
law isbeing followed under the
BJP rule,” Chavda said.
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a Tiger Reserve,” the release
said.

Calling it a “proud moment
for Gujarat”, Modhwadia said
the state has become the only
onein Indiato host three big cat
species — lion, tiger and leop-
ard — simultaneously.

“This is a result of forest
conservation workdone under
the leadership of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel,”
he said.

According to the minister,
tigers were once present in
large numbers in Gujarat but

gradually became extinct in
the state.

“The last time, in 1989,
when the Tiger Census was
conducted, officials spotted
pugmarks of atiger but no tiger
was seen. Inthe 1992 Tiger Cen-
sus, Gujarat was excluded and
lost its status as a Tiger State.
With the sighting of a tiger in
2019 in Mahisagar district, aray
of hope was raised, but unfor-
tunately it survived only for 15
days. It is a matter of joy for us
that a tiger has once again
made Gujarat its home,”
he said.

Earthquake of 4.6 magnitude
in Kutch, no casualty reported

Press Trust of India
Ahmedabad, December 26

AN EARTHQUAKE of 4.6 mag-
nitude hit Kutch district in Gu-
jarat early Friday morning, cre-
ating panic among residents,
though no casualty or damage
to properties was reported, of-
ficials said.

It was recorded at 4:30 am
with its epicentre around 22
kilometres West North West
(WNW) from Rapar in Kutch
district, the Gandhinagar-

based Institute of Seismologi-
cal Research (ISR) said.

The earthquake was fol-
lowed by two tremors of 2.5 and
3 magnitude in the same re-
gion, the ISR said in its update.

No casualty or damage to
property was reported, a Kutch
district disaster management
official said. Dr Gaurav Chau-
han, geologist at Department of
Geology in Kutch University,
said the earthquake that struck
near Rapar occurred on North-
ern Wagad fault line.

AMC torestore and
expand Subhash Bridge

Ritu Sharma
Ahmedabad, December 26

THE Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation (AMC) on Friday
announced its comprehensive
plan for the restoration of Sub-
hash Bridge over the Sabarmati
River, along with the construc-
tion of new two-lane bridges on
both sides of the existing
bridge.

TheIndian Expresshad first
reported on December 24 that
the over 50-year-old Subhash
Bridge — a critical nerve con-
necting east-west across the Sa-
barmati River near the Sardar
Vallabhbhai International Air-
port — will not be pulled down
but restored along with con-
struction of a new bridge
alongside.

Ahmedabad Municipal
Commissioner Banchhanidhi
Pani had told The Indian Ex-
press that based on the struc-
tural inspection report, the
decision not to open the Sub-
hash Bridge — which has been
closed since December 4 after
it developed cracks — has been
taken as of now.

On Friday, while addressing
a press briefing, Pani said con-
sidering the rising city traffic
and future demand, the plan
expanded beyond restoration
toinclude new bridges on both
sides.

“Takingintoaccount thein-
creasing traffic demand in the
city, AMC has decided not to
limit the project to restoration
alone, but to also construct ad-
ditional new bridges on both
sides of the existing bridge. It
will be an iconic bridge. The
total estimated cost of the en-
tire project is Rs 250 crore of
which the restoration work is
Rs 110 crore, and it will be
executed under the EPC (En-
gineering, Procurement and
Construction) model. The
tender for which will be out on
Monday,” Pani said.

The project has been de-
signed keeping in mind the
structural safety of the existing
bridge, future traffic demand,
and long-term usability, and
will be implemented in two
phases.

Phase1: Restoration
of the existing bridge
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AsPanihadtold TheIndian
Express, the damage wastothe
superstructures and not to the
pillars. Thus, in the first phase,
the existing superstructure of
the bridge will be completely
removed and replaced with a
new superstructure based on
38-metre spans using steel
composite girders. The existing
piers will be restored and
strengthened through micro-
concrete jacketing to provide
adequate support for the new
structure.

Phase 2: Construction
of new two-lane
bridges on both sides

Inthe second phase, new 2-
lane bridges will be con-
structed on both sides of the
existing bridge at the same
level. This will involve com-
plete new construction, from
foundation to superstructure.
For both phases, a single com-
bined tender will be invited
under the EPC mode. Accord-
ingly, the basic estimated cost
of the EPC tender has been
fixed at approximately
Rs 250 crore.

Once completed, the pro-
jectis expected tosignificantly
reduce traffic congestion be-
tween the northern and central
parts of the city and provide in-
frastructure capable of meet-
ing future traffic requirements.

While the restoration work
is expected to take nine
months, this will be followed
by construction of the two
bridges.

Subhash Bridge is a vital
link connecting the Ranip and
Shahibaug areas. Constructed
in 1973, the bridge had been
functioning without major is-
sues for the past 52 years.

However, on December 4,
2025, cracks were observed in
the bridge deck along with
settlement in the superstruc-
ture. In the interest of public
safety, a decision was taken to
close the bridge to traffic.

Following the damage, de-
tailed inspections were carried
out by empanelled consultants
as well as experts from Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT)
Roorkee and Sardar Val-
labhbhai National Institute of
Technology (SVNIT), Surat.

A company offered me
high returns and
is now untraceable!

I‘.‘ »
o

o

. Sachet rahein,
Surakshit rahein!

Issued in public interest by

RESERVE BANK OF INDIA

www.rbi.org.in

. Ahmedabad
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How ready is Gujarat for
the Commonwealth Games
2030°?

We are steadily shaping a
world-class urban governance
model that is capable of meet-
ing the demanding standards
of a sporting event such as the
2030 Commonwealth Games.
With a strong focus on funda-
mentals, we are scaling up
sports infrastructure as well as
building high-speed, efficient
transit corridors that allow
people to move easily and
safely across the city.

Our first priority is to create
a robust, high-capacity infra-
structure that seamlessly con-
nects modern public transport
systems with international-
standard sports facilities. We
aim at not just hosting events
successfully, but toleave behind
infrastructure that continuesto
improve everyday urban life
long after the Games are over.

We are working closely with
the United Nations Environ-
ment Programme to align our
Air Quality Index with global
public health benchmarks. We
are also prioritising river reju-
venation to enhance water
quality, with special attention
to creating conditions suitable
for high-quality water-based
sporting activities as well as
ecological restoration. The ex-
perience of successfully ma-
naging large crowds during
major concerts, festivals and
cultural events has given us
confidence in handling the
scale and complexity of an in-
ternational sporting event.

While detailed economic
impact assessments are being
carried out to ensure that in-
vestments remain financially
responsible and sustainable,
Gujarat is working to ensure
that the road to 2030 becomes
a global benchmark — not just
for hosting a sporting event, but
for showcasing the idea of a
truly Viksit Gujarat.

While detailed economic

impactassessments are
being carried out to ensure that
investments remain financially
responsible and sustainable,
Gujarat is working to ensure
that the road to (CWG) 2030
becomes a global benchmark...”

Oflate, your government
hasbeen on an aggressive
recruitmentdrive.

Yes. Over the past few years,
our government has signifi-
cantly stepped up recruitment
across key sectors involving di-
rect dealing with the public to
address long-pending va-
cancies and strengthen front-
line service delivery. I recently
(December 23) gave out over
11,000 appointment letters to
Lok Rakshak Dal jawans that
will help enhance law and order
and public safety across the
state. This intensified recruit-
ment drive has already yielded
tangible results —more than
14,500 teachers have been
hired in the past six months to
strengthen the education sys-
tem, over 9,000 ICDS (includ-
ing anganwadi) workers and
helpers have been appointed in
the past three months to rein-
force nutrition and early
childhood services.

While these efforts have
helped bridge immediate gaps,
we are now moving away from
reactive hiring toward a bind-
ing 10-year recruitment calen-
dar, aligned with projected re-
tirements and sanctioned
posts. This forward-looking
system will ensure a steady in-
flow of regular personnel and
help departments plan human
resources well in advance,
rather than responding
only when vacancies become
critical.

As recommended by the
GARC (Gujarat Administrative
Reforms Commission), we are
actively considering the cre-
ation of a sector-specific insti-
tutional mechanism or special-
ised board, for instance, to
address vacanciesin the Health
and Family Welfare Depart-
ment. The objective is to pro-
gressively reduce vacancy
levels to below 10 per cent
within a defined time-frame,
particularly in essential health-
care services.

For critical frontline roles —
such aslaboratory technicians,
pharmacists, and fire inspec-
tors — the government is
examining the feasibility of ac-
celerated backlog clearance
models which will help usfill a
substantial portion of long-
term workforce requirements
within a compressed period,
helping to quickly address

‘We are moving away from reactive

iring toward abinding 10-year hirin
calendar, aligned with projected

retirements and sanctioned posts’

CHIEF MINISTER BHUPENDRA PATEL, who has completed three years in office, is being seen as the
man at the helm when Gujarat prepares to host the 2030 Commonwealth Games. Alongside, Patel’s
government is also fixing its governance processes largely on the basis of recommendations by
Gujarat Administrative Reforms Commission that submitted six reports through the year.

In an exclusive interview with RITU SHARMA & LEENA MISRA, Patel talks about the way forward.

shortagesinrolesthat have adi-
rect impact on public service
delivery.

At the same time, the re-
cruitment processitselfisbeing
modernised. The government
is exploring the adoption of
end-to-end digital recruitment
systems, covering vacancy
requisition, examinations, and
appointments. Integration
with secure digital platformsis
being assessed to enable real-
time document verification,
significantly reducing recruit-
ment timelines while improv-
ing  transparency and
efficiency.

With projections
indicating that nearly

75 per cent of Gujarat’s
population will beliving in
urban areas by 2047, how
does your government
propose to ensure balance
between urban growth and
rural development ?

Our government follows
Narendrabhai’s (Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi) vision of
providing urban-like amenities
in rural areas to ensure equi-
table quality of life. While the
GARC report has recom-
mended a shift towards decen-
tralised planning, my govern-
ment has  undertaken
measures to strengthen rural
infrastructure ensuring villages
and rural regions remain strong

engines of growth.

This includes universal ac-
cessto all-weather roads, drink-
ing water, electricity, sanita-
tion, and digital connectivity,
with special focus on building
of gram panchayats in one
phase as efficient service
delivery units.

Significantinvestmentsare
being made in social infrastruc-
ture at the grassroots level.
Every village is being
strengthened with school
buildings, while ICDS buildings
are being upgraded to support
early childhood care and nutri-
tion. In healthcare, the focus
spans the entire continuum —
from well-equipped PHCs and
CHCs in rural areas to tertiary
care facilities at the district
level, ensuring timely and
quality healthcare closer
to home.

Rural livelihoods are being
strengthened through a combi-
nation of skill development,
local entrepreneurship, and
women-led initiatives. Non-
farm employment opportun-
ities in rural regions are being
created through I'TTs, Centres of
Excellence, Green GIDC
clusters, Kutir Udyog and so on.

We are also emphasising on
women’s economic empower-
ment through schemessuch as
Namo Lakshmi (financial sup-
port for girl students) Namo Sa-
raswati (scholarships for girl

students taking up science).

With these measures, we try
to ensure that migration be-
comes amatter of choice rather
than compulsion.

You often cite the success
of the SWAGAT platform.
Whatis the profile of
people comingto
SWAGAT? How does your
government ensure
grievance resolution?

Just the other day (De-
cember 24) an aggrieved farmer
from Saurashtra who was try-
ing to get compensation for his
land that was acquired by the
government nine years ago,
came to SWAGAT (StateWide
Attention on Grievances by Ap-
plication of Technology). Our
inquiry revealed that the gov-
ernment had handed out the
compensation to a woman
whois not the owner of theland
but her name was mistakenly
added asa co-owner in the affi-
davit submitted to the revenue
authorities for compensation.
We are now in the process of
handingthe farmer his rightful
duesofaround Rs 32 lakh while
the wrongful compensation
case will be handled legally.

SWAGAT was launched in
April 2003 duringthe tenure of
Narendrabhai when he was
chief minister, with a simple
but powerful idea: citizens
should be able to put forth their

grievances directly before the
highest levels of government,
without fear, delay, or procedu-
ral hurdles. It was meant to re-
duce the distance between the
administration and the
citizen... And the mechanism
is completely apolitical. Till
date, I have not received a
single reference from any
political representative for re-
dressal or hearing. However,
certainly I have often told the
district and taluka level con-
cerned authorities to work ef-
fectively in order to get the
complaints resolved at their
level itself. In the past year, till
December 25, the statewide
SWAGAT received 44153 appli-
cations of which over 94 per
cent have been disposed of.

These include long-pend-
ing land-related matters, agri-
culture and allied services, and
gaps in rural infrastructure —
areas where delays or inaction
can significantly affect liveli-
hoods and quality of life. This
shift has helped ensure that
SWAGAT remains relevant to
everyday concerns, not just ex-
ceptional cases.

To sustain as a transparent
and accountable governance
model, the platform has
evolved over the past 22 year to
ensure grievances do not get
stuck at any level. Every com-
plaint is assigned a clear time
limit for resolution. If it is not

epaper.indianexpress.com

addressed within this time-
frame at the taluka or district
level, the system itself flags the
case and escalates it to senior
officers for immediate atten-
tion —without the citizen hav-
ing to pursue it repeatedly.

Senior officers now monitor
these cases through live digital
dashboards, which highlight
delayed or sensitive matters in
real time. This ensures that no
grievance disappears into files
or remains confined within de-
partmental boundaries and ap-
plicants are updated on
its status.

What, according to you, are
the game-changing
innovations in your
systems of administration
and governance?

Ibelieve that the key to gov-
ernance is constant monitor-
ing. We already had the CM
Dashboard (an ICT platform
launched in 2018) which gives
us Al-driven automated alerts
and swift feedback routing for
proactive interventions, inte-
grating data from across the
government departments and
sectors. We have a

Real Time Performance
Measurement System 2.0
(RTMS) which monitors District
Collectors' and District Devel-
opment Officers' core activities
with segment-wise perform-
ance indicators...there is Jan-

Samvad for proactive grievance
outreach and satisfaction evalu-
ation, G-PRAGATI for monitor-
ing infrastructure projects
above Rs five crore) and News
Analysis which highlights is-
sues while distinguishing fac-
tual reporting. I have said from
public platforms that we always
support constructive criticism.

How has your government
applied Artificial
Intelligence (AI)?

Some of the areas we are
using Al are in agriculture for
crop monitoring, healthcare for
hospital performance analysis
under PMJAY, and revenue ad-
ministration, like early detec-
tion of land encroachments.
These are practical applications
that directly benefit citizens.

Gujarat began working seri-
ously on Al because we see it as
a means to improve govern-
ance. Theideabehind settingup
the Al Task Force was to ensure
that Al is used in a structured,
responsible, and citizen-fo-
cused mannet, rather than in a
scattered or experimental way.

Through the Al Task Force,
the government brought to-
gether senior officers and
leading institutions to ident-
ify where AI can actually
make a difference and we
have prepared a five-year Al
Action Plan.

For instance, platforms

such as SWAGAT now use Al to
analyse grievance patterns,
identify recurring issues, and
support faster escalation and
resolution. The CM Dashboard
uses Al-based analytics to flag
delays, highlight trends, and
enable timely intervention at
the leadership level. G-SAAR,
an Al-enabled document re-
trieval system, helps officers
quickly access rules, resol-
utions, and circulars, improv-
ing clarity and consistency in
decision-making,.

Atthe same time, Gujarat is
investing in the future through
initiatives like the AI Centre of
Excellence at GIFT City...The
guiding principle remains
clear: Al is a support system,
not a replacement for human
judgment. Officers remain ac-
countable for decisions, while
Al helps them act faster, plan
better, and deliver more
transparent and responsive
governance.

Why is your government
stressing onregional
development oflate? How
will it ensure inclusive and
balanced development
across regions?

We are using the Niti
Aayog’s 2024 Surat Economic
Masterplan for development as
a reference point, because the
idea is to move away from a
one-size-fits-all model and in-
stead prepare development
plans that reflect the unique
strengths and aspirations of
each region — thus GRIT (Guja-
rat Rajya Institution for Trans-
formation) initiative, our own
think tank modelled on NITI
Aayog hasidentified five major
economic regions (in Gujarat)

These regional plans were
formally launched on October
9,2025 at Mehsana Vibrant Gu-
jarat Regional Conference and
now serve as a strong founda-
tion for Gujarat’s future econ-
omic planning. Each plan takes
a close look at regional

We are planning four

new innovation hubs in
Vadodara, Surat, Rajkot,and
Mehsana, complementing the
existing i-Hub in Ahmedabad
to supportover 16,000 active
startups statewide. Our vision
aligns with ‘Viksit Gujarat...

strengths, identifies growth
drivers, and maps out invest-
ment opportunities. Together,
they include more than 600 ac-
tionable projects aligned with
the broader vision of Viksit Gu-
jarat@2047.

Moving forward, on De-
cember 9 we issued a GR (gov-
ernment resolution) appoint-
ing coordinators for these
regional masterplans.

At the grassroots level, the
government is strengthening
the MLA Local Area Develop-
mentScheme (LADS) to ensure
quicker fund release and better
utilisation. The focusis on pro-
jects that have a direct and vis-
ible impact on citizens’ daily
lives—such as drinking watet,
local roads, sanitation, and
community facilities—so that
development is felt at the
constituency level.

How do you see women
become a part of Gujarat's
development story?

Through the flagship WEst-
art (pre-incubation programme
for women by i-Hub, a Gujarat
government initiative to pro-
mote student start-ups) we
have supported 196 women-led
startups, constituting nearly 30
per cent of total assisted star-
tups, where we provide men-
toring, co-working space, fi-
nancial aid, and industry
connections to foster job
creation and economic
contributions.

For broader MSME em-
powerment, schemes such as
the Mukhyamantri Mahila Ut-
karsh Yojana (MMUY) we offer
interest-freeloansuptoRs1lakh
per group to women's Self-Help
Groups (SHGs) and Joint Liabil-
ity Groups, enabling micro-en-
terprises and financialindepen-
dence in rural and urban areas.
Till date Gujarat has 5.96 lakh
Lakhpati Didis under the
Central scheme.

Weare planning four newin-
novation hubs in Vadodara,
Surat, Rajkot, and Mehsana,
complementing the existing i-
Hub in Ahmedabad to support
over 16,000 active startups state-
wide. Ourvision aligns with 'Vik-
sit Gujarat' and national goals of
women-led development, aim-
ing for higher workforce partici-
pation, inclusive growth, and
empowering women to drive
Gujarat'sentrepreneurial future.

.. . Ahmedabad
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Government of Rajasthan
Local Self Government Department
(Directorate of Local Bodies, Rajasthan, Jaipur)
G-3, Rajmahal Residency, Near Civil lines, Railway Crossing, Jaipur
L Tel No.: +91 141 2222469, Fax No.: +91 141 2222403, web site: www.lsg.urban.rajasthan.gov.in i
No: F 55 () PA/CE/DLB/SBM-2.0/UWM/Gas_detector/2025/78973 Date 18.12.2025
Notice Inviting Bids (NIB)
UBN No. DLB2526GLOB27678
Online Technical and Financial Bids in Single Stage two envelops are invited on
behalf of Governor of Rajasthan by State Mission Director, Directorate of Local
Bodies for Supply of digital gas detectors and safety face mask (390 nos) for
different ULBs in Rajasthan under Swachh Bharat Mission 2.0 (Urban) project.
Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the Procurement Portal
(http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in) of the State; and
LSG Department website. The approximate value of the procurement is Rs 2.20
Crore.

Sd/-

DIPR/C/19003/2025 State Mission Director, SBM (U)

NOTICE

MOTICE is hereby given that the Certificate (s) for Foliono : 1019483
and cerlificate no's: 1749625, 102753 and distinctive numbers :
6412415414 lo 6412416466, 31053376 10 31063905, Equity Shares
Mos. 11583 of ICIC] Bank Limited standing in the name {s) of
KANTHIMATHI ACHI RM [deceased) has/have been lost or misiaid
and the undersigned has [ have applied 1o the Company 0 issuea
duplicate Cerificate(s) for the said shares. Any person who has any
claim in raspact of the said shares should write to our Registrar,
M/S. KFin Technologies Ltd, Karvy Selenium Tower B, Plot 31-32,
Gachibowti, Financial District, Hyderabad - 500032 within one month
from this date else the company will proceed to issue duplicate
Cerfificate(s).

Mame(s) of claimant / legal heir :

Dale 27 12,2025 YR Arunachalam

PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LIMITED
Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall Patlala-147001.

Corporate Identity Number U40109PB2010SGC033813:
Website: www.pspcl.in (Contact No. 96461-55525)

E-Tender Enq. No.: 7759P-3/EMP-13182 Dated:- 22-12-2026

Dy. Chief Engineer/Headquarter (Procurement Cell-3) GGSSTP, Roopnagar
invites E-Tender ID No. 2025 POWER 156484 1 for Procurement of Various

Seals of bowl mills of Stg-11 & Stg-1II (XRP-803 & HP-803 & bowl mills).

For detailed NIT & Tender Specification please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
from 24.12.25/05.00 PM onwards

Note: Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online at

https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

No. 6458/PSPCL RTP-138/25

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

GORKHA RIFLES
27 DEC
On this day 5041563K Rfn Dil Bahadur
Gurung of 5/1 Gorkha Rifles made the
supreme sacrifice during 'OP PAWAN' Sri
Lanka on 27 Dec 1987 in a true act of
valour and courage. The brave soldier will
| | always be remembered for his enthusiasm.
To this brave heart we pledge that we shall always be guided by his
immortal spirit and make his name proud.
CO AND ALL RANKS, 5/1 GORKHA RIFLES
BORDER SECURITY FORCE
Director General and all Ranks of Border Security Force remember its
gallant officers on their Balidan Diwas.

RFN DIL
BAHAUDR
GURUNG
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DIPR/C/19085/2025 (TEATTI-STEHT ) AT 9414384202

E - Tendering
Government of

Gujarat
Narmada Water Resources, Water Supply and
Kalpasar Department
Tender Notice No. 09 of 2025-26
Exscutive Enginer, U.R.B.C.lnv. Division, Behind |.7.1,, Ukai Canal Colony,

Anideshwar-393001 (Phone No, 02646 - 247403) invites Offline tender for total &
{Six) Canal Works having Total Amount 24.28 Lakhs

Ot 29/11/203% to Dt 120173006 wo

(A ].Hh'ﬁ Tender collecting date g ,
& lime |
(B) Submission of Physical Upto Dt 19/01/2026, 16.00 hrs
Documents) BY RPAD/Speed

Fost dabe & time

(C) Document Opening Date | Dt 200172026 af 11.00 hvs f
Tender Opening Place:- 20-01-2026 at 12 .00 Hrs.(If Possible) In the Office of the |
Executive Engineer, Ukai Right Bank Canal investigation Division . Aniieshwar
(this office may be contacted for any additional tender Related information on |

the working days only) INF-BCH-664-2025

.. GUJARAT WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE BOARD

=y TENDER NOTICE NO, 09 OF 2025-2028

f Tender 1.D No., = 258458

Online Tender through E-Tendering are inviled for the
following works by Executive Engineer, Public Health
Works Division, " Kothi record tower Building, Vadodara - |
380001, Mo.No ]
Name of Work :- Estimate of Providing Drinking water |
facility for Various programme in Vadodara District Under
P Hworks division, Vadodara for the pencd of 2 year,
Ta Vadodara, Karjan, Dabhoi, Savli Dist. Vadodara
(Estimated cost Rs. 24.20 Lakh, Tender |D No 258458)
Last Date of Online Tender Submission.- 09/01/2026, 18.00
Hr. For further detalls of Tender Notice, Scope of work,
Tender Fee, EMD and Specifications etc. Please visit \Web
sites nhtlp./'gwssb nprocure com and for further information
please contact Executive Engineer, Public Health Works
Division, Vadodara OR Superintending Engineer, Fublic
Heaith Circle, Vadodara, Department reserves the nght 1o
reject the Tenders withoul assigning any Reason Now
onwards, all the improvements/Corrections in the Tender
visil Bbove weab site only
Last date of Physically Documents Di.-12/01/2028, Up to
15.00 hrs

For any problem of rural area water supply please
INF-VAD-1220-25-26 |

E - Tendering
Government of

Gujarat
Marmada Water Resources, Water Supply and
" Kalpasar Department
Tender Notice No. 10 of 2025-26
Executive Engineer, U.R.B.Cinv.Division, Behind 1.7.1., Ukai Canal Colony,
Ankiethwar- 393001 (Phone No. 02646 - 247403} invites On fine tender for total

{Five) Canal Works having
(A ) Online Tender collacting | Ot. 30/12/2025 1o Dt 06/01/2026 up |
date L bme 1o 18.00 hirs
| (B) SUBMISSION OF Physical | Uplo Dt 13/01/2026 up to 16.00 hrs
| Documents) BY RPAD/Speed
| Post date & tme
| (C) Document Opening Date | Dt 070172026 a1 11.00 hrs

Tender Opening Place:- 1. Above 50 Lakh Works: 15-01-2026 at 11.00 Hrs. (If
Possible in the Office of the Superintending Engineer, Surat Irrigation Circle,
Athwalines, MTE Collage; Surat-395001. 2. Below 50 Lakh Works : 15-01-2026 at
15.00 Hrs. [ Possible) In the Office of Executive Engineer, Ukai Right Bank Canal
investigation Division , Ankleshwar from the Registered contractors in the
appropriate class Further details can be seen on tender.nprocure.com and
www Statetenders.gujarat.gov.in or this office may be contacted at above
address. (Tender correction if any will public in online)

(this office may be contacted for any additional tender Related information on

the
———— INF-BCH-663-2025

Tender Motice No-38 Year 2025-26
Panchayat (R&B) Division
District Panchayat-Valsad

In The Name of Government of Gujarat State
the Executive Engineer, Panchayat (R&B) Division
Dharampur Road Valsad Ph.No.(02632) 253604
Invite Tender through E-tenderinsg process for
below stated work From Eligible approved
registered contractor in R & B department,
Government of Gujarat, the details of E-tender
notice is available on http/nprocure.com. in for
further Details Please Contact Above Address
During office time

Sr - Name of work Est.Amount EM.D. |
; Tender Fees

M Class

o

Rs.11 fﬁﬁ’.’i'ii._uﬁifﬁi_i
Rs 12,00,000/-
Rs.18000/-

AA Class and Special
Category — | Bridge

1. | -M.M.G.5.¥. YEAR 2023-
2024 Construction of
Mejor Bridge on Kolak
River on Rohina Baral
Sadadveri Sukhala Road
km 2/8 to 3/0

Taluka:- Pardi,

Dist:- Valsad
Consider G5T rules before tendering the rate.
Pre Bid Meeting (Circle Office Surat) Date:-08 /0172026
Tender online submission last date:- 17 /0172026
Executive Engineer
Panchayat (R&B) Division
Valsad

INF-VALSAD-756-2025

DMI Development Management Institute, Patna

e e e

Admissions Notification PGDM - 2026-28

Post Graduate Diploma in Management "’"

Percentage Tuition Fee as Scholar Support ELIGIBILITY

CAT/XAT/MAT/CMAT - Percentile

« Bachelor's degree in any discipline,
with at least 50% marks (45% for

Category >60 >70 >75 >80 >85 >890 SC/IST/DA candidates) in
General 0% 0%  25% 50% 75% 100% @299regate from a recognized

z z = = = University/Deemed University.
BC/EBC/Women 0% 25% 50% 75% 100% 100% ., valid score in CAT/XAT/GMAT/
SCIST/DA 25% 50% 75% 100% 100% 100%  CMAT/MAL

* University Toppers: 50% Scholarship on tuition fee.

* Term wise academic performance-based Scholarship up to 100%.

« Students appearing for their final
year graduation examination may
also apply.

BEYOND "BUSINESS AS USUAL"
EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING : 30 % of the academic programme is on-site hands-on experiential learning

GOOD EDUCATION

EXCELLENT PLACEMENTS

APPLICATION LAST DATE : February 28, 2026

GUJARAT STATE ELECTRICITY CORPORATION LIMITED

2 W)

CONSTABLE

CONSTABLE CONSTABLE HEAD
JAGATTAR MOHAN BN CONSTABLE
SINGH SINGH CHATTERJEE RAM SEVAK
03.03.1953 — 13.01.1949 - 02.09.1969 — 02.08.1966 —
27.12.1971 27.12.1971 27.12.1996 27.12.2019

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
" [ Veer Balidani |PG and all Ranks of CRPF solemnly

| Constable remember Constable Paramjit Singh of
| Paramiit Singh 50 Bn, who was seriously injured,
50 Bn countering an ambush by the insurgents

on 14 December 1997 in Bongaigaon,
Assam and breathed his last on 27
! December 1997. CRPF salutes the
braveheart and pledg_ges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

Veer Balidani Veer Balidani
Constable Constable
Ashok Kumar Sameer Kumar Das
28 Bn 28 Bn
19-07-1972 To 08-08-1970 To
27-12-1999 27-12-1999

DG and all Ranks of CRPF solemnly remember Constable Ashok Kumar
and Constable Sameer Kumar Das of CRPE who made the supreme
sacrifice while countering valiantly an attack by militants on New
Cargo Complex in Srinagar, J&K on 27 December 1999. Both were
posthumously awarded the Police Medal for Gallantry. .CRPF salutes
the bravehearts and pledges never to let their sacrifice go in vain.

RAJASTHAN STATE GANGANAGAR SUGAR MILLS LIMITED

(Centre of Excellence for Revenue Research & Analysis) I]#I’ﬂ!. N o (T, T H’, TR H

Tel: 0141-2740841, Fax: 0141-2740676, Email-ID : dgmpurchase.rsgsm@rajasthan.gov.in
NIB. No. :- RSGSM/Pet Nips/RC/2025-26/ Pur/ Dated :- 24/12/2025

NOTICE INVITING BID
Bids for pet nips 180 ml are invited from manufacturers. Interested bidders may
submit their bids up to 6.00 p.m. of 12.01.2026. Other particulars of the bid may be
visited on the procurement portal (http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in,
http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in) of the state; http://excise.rajasthan.gov.in/,

departmental website. UBN: GSM2526GLRC00103
Raj.Samwad/C/25/16521

Dy. General Manager (Purchase)

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL

GOVT. DOON MEDICAL COLLEGE, PATEL NAGAR, DEHRADUN

TEL. Mo, 01 35-2726020-2726021 Emadl ID: doonmedicalcabegedomail com, Website: www gdmeuk.com
Laetter Mo.: B222 [GDMCI/EC-1/03/Advl./Recrultment/2025 Dated: 24/12/2025
Important Notice (Walk-in-interview)

This is to inform you thal in accordance with govemmen! order
number 1TF9200il15)E2025-T4 (&M 2015 dated 23-12-2025, and

in view of the declaration of a public holiday on December 27, 2025,
on the occasion of Shri Guru Gobind Singh Jayanti, the walk-in
interview for faculty recruitment is postponed. The walk-in interview
will now be held on January 1st, 2026 (Thursday) at the scheduled
timie, starting at 9:30 AM, at the Government Doon Medical College
Campus, Patel Magar, Dehradun. The details of vacancies in vanious
departments are uploaded on the website of Gowvt. Doon Medical
College www.gdmcuk.com Principal

Govi, Doon Medical College,
Dehradun

Corporate office: Indel Money Limited

lird Floor Indel House, Changampuzha Nagar,

South Kalamassery, Ernakulum -682033

PH: 0484-2933999 E:customercare@indelmoney.com

GOLD AUCTION NOTICE

The pledges in specific and the public in general are hereby notified that public auction of the
gold ornaments pledged in the below accounts is proposed to be conducted at the following
branches on 27-01-2026 at 11:00 am We are auctioning the gold ornaments of the defaulted
customers who have failed to make the payment of his/her loan amount despite being notified
through various communication. Unauctioned items shall be auctioned on any other days
without further notice of changes in venue or date and the same shall be displayed at
concerned branches without any further notice.

DHOLKA - 37404460001328, 37404480001253, BALASINOR - 39404460000772, NARODA
- 37204420000637, 37204440000626, 0444/00641, 0444/00685, LUNAVADA -
39804460000615, BOPAL - 41404420000077, ISANPUR - 42604510000040,

In case we are unable to complete the auction at the branch on the notified date, the same
will be conducted through Shriram Automall India Limited (SAMIL) on their online e- auction
platform https://gold.samil.in or e-Procurement Technologies Limited (AuctionTiger) on their

INDSL

MONEY

- Vidyut Bhavan, Race Course, Vadodara, India — 390007 ) . I~
WESTERN RAILWAY - AHMEDABAD DIVISION i‘ Ph+91.265-6612 lyo“fmf;j; +§}:?2623;3453a7?;éfail?c:;en,gsecl@gebmaﬂ.com online e- auction platform https://egold.auctiontiger.net on 29-01-2026 between 12.30 PM to
VARIOUS ENGINEERING WORKS BEECL Website: www.gsecL.in, CIN: U40100GJ1993SGCO19988 3.30 PtM. Pljease n(t))te if thete- au:(gtior:j does n(t)rt] comple{ed on 29d-01-2d(_)t26 the same will be
E-Tender Noti No. 21 Of 2025-26 Date: 24.12.2025 . : re-aquctioned on sunsequent working days on the Same terms ana condruons. .
ender Notice Flo ate _ Tender Notice (GeM Bid No: GEM/2025/B/6852200) By Authorized Officer,
Sr E -Tender Name of Work Approximate EMD Indel Money Limited
' No. | No. | NIT Cost (Rs.) | Cost (Rs.) Chief Engineer (Gen), Gujarat State Electricity Corporation Limited, Vadodara invites GeM
ORMAD| Ah_([ne?abaclil Idivizio&- CO_?St%UCtiOR/Of 18rtunit? Tyiie%f”, 02 (Government e Marketplace) Portal for Tender Notice No. (GeM Bid No: GEM/2025/B/ 6852200)
-ADI- | units Type-lIl an units Type-IV quarters for staff an .. . . . .
1 | 170-2025-26 |other ancillary works under the jurisdiction of Divisional 850,13,083.41 | 5,75,100.00 Hiring of 02 Nos. of Mahindra Bolero Neo N8 & 03 Swift Dzire LXI Petrol vehicles for GSECL ;
Engineer (Works)-Ahmedabad. (Composite Work) Corporate Office, Vadodara. KﬂLFﬁ.TﬁI:RU PROJECTS |HTTEEHATIGHAL LIMITED
i " " T Kalpataru Power Transmission Limited)
Construction of 14 units type-ll quarters for staff at . . . . ; | ‘mmaﬂ]‘, . ; ; 5
, | [DRM-ADI- | Sabarmati (OC) and other ancillary works under the| , .,/ 200431476600 09 The Tender documents of above are available on website https:/gem.gov.in/ (for view, down load | | Fegd. Off.: Fidt ”DF;T_- f'__ﬂlg“;g-zﬁ-gﬂ%';z;'ﬁfl ""'E"T*":E:" "-I:*ﬂr:'j“"_‘aﬂ”‘:*”ﬂ"-za- Gujaral, Incia.
171-2025-26 J(L(er?rﬂmggi?e \(:Ifo r%wsmnal Engineer (Works)-Ahmedabad. 921997 » 10,005 and on line submission) and on web Site www.gsecl.in (for view and down load only). Interested B haias Qh:hémﬁuum'E:;;}L;%m o
; — . . - Vendors may surf the above Website and may down load the said Tender from our website, for — — —— — -
SR | ZUS IS O EE I O S OVE B E I EING C hysical receipt of cover for EMD of your Tender before due date and time METTICE ety T} N ek s A LA A Samcalt s il bajoir e e
3 172-2025-26 at Maninagar and other ancillary works under the jurisdiction 10,77,79,489.84 | 6,88,900.00 phy p y . Company are reported lost / mesplaced! stn:len_t@' tha registenad sl'mreh:-id&-"(s:J { honafide
:ofD|V|S|on.aI Engmeer(Wor.ks)-Ahmedaba.d. . | | Note: Be in touch with above websites till opening of Tender. pruh:_i'laseﬂs-] The Cc—rrpar'y' have alzo FE""M recuest for RSLe of duplt:lme share
. . cerificates fromthe regisiered sharehodder{s)/ bonafide purchasens) of these shares.
4 DRM-ADI- | Construction of Community hall & Railway Institute at 45667 009.64  3.78.300.00 Chief Engineer (Gen) Bttt e Ao ettt P e et el i i e g O]
173-2025-26 | Palanpur. (Composite Tender) | S GSECL: CO: Vadodara Cerfificate | Folio Distinctive Nos. Shareholder’s Face | Mo.of
DRM-ADI Mahesana - Construction of 14 units type-Il staff quarters on Nos. No. From To Nama Value ¥ | Shares
5 174 2625 2-6 replacement account under jurisdiction of ADEN- 4,50,37,986.38 @ 3,75,200.00 79970 018143 7796901 - 7797000 RAKESH KUMARI 10 100
"£949720 I Mahesana. (Composite Tender) e P 81275 10970101 - 10970200 10 100
Closing date & time of e-tender: Date 27/01/2026, 15:00 Hrs.Office Address: Senior Divisional Engineer ST FE AT Ministry of Corporate Affairs Ezﬂd;::zlj:ﬁ&aﬁgmma AP REE N IRy ey W e A0
(Co-ordination)-Ahmedabad, DRM Office, Near Chamunda Bridge, Opposite New Swadeshi Mill, Naroda P e Ce""ef°rz:::::::gE:;izl_'::::; Ak paronla) Wb Fias T iV 5 iy 7 Fessrect ol the sk a i ol ok s
Road,Amdupura,Ahmedabza_Q:382345 Website for participating e-tender: www.ireps.gov.in ADI 240 317,38 W v, RfesT, 7a wfr, IICA Building, 7th Floor, claim(s) with Kaigatany Projects Internationial Limited, Plat No. 101, Part Il GIDC Estate,
facebook.comWesternRly « Fallow us on: B8 twitter.comMWesternRly TATE P-6,7,8, .-5, 1. TA.&). AR, Teia, Plot P-6,7,8, Sector-5, IMT Manesar, Sector-28, Gandhinagar-382028, Gujaral, India {Email: ca@kalpataruprojects. com)
#RamoT - 122050. Gurgaon, Haryana - 122050. within 7 days from the date of publication of this nodice falling which the Company will

procesd ahead with necessany formalities | issue Lefter of confirmation in respect of the
said shares lo rezpaciive sharehokéen's] | bonahda purchasers).

For Kalpataru Projects International Limited
Sdi-

HEiE A

Email: roc.cpace@mca.gov.in Email: roc.cpace@mca.gov.in

J.C. FLOWERS ASSET RECONSTRUCTION PRIVATE LIMITED

FORM No. STK --6
PUBLIC NOTICE

Registered Office: 203-206, 2nd Floor, Wing A, Inspire BKC, Bandra Kurla Complex, Bandra (East), Mumbai 400 051, India
CIN: U74999MH2015PTC264081 | Ph. No.+91 22 6978 4100 | Email: teamjcfarc@jcfarc.com | website: www.jcfarc.com

I
SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES [Pursuant to sub-section (2) and sub-section (4) of section 248 of the Companies Act, 2013 and rule Shweta Girotra
[See proviso to Rule 8(6)] 7 of the Companies (Removal of Names of Companies from the Register of Companies) Rules, 2016] Date : Cecember 26, 2025 Company Secretary
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Secured Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforce- Public Notice: ROC/C-PACE/STK-2/248(2)/2025-26/1621 Date: 19/12/2025
ment of Security Interest Act, 2002 (hereinafter referred to as “SARFAESI Act”) read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) and 9(1) of the Security Reference:
Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 (“Rules”). . e . ) ) TATA Tele BB ﬁ TATA
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to Basuti Sales and Trading Pvt. Ltd. (‘Borrower”), Brattle Foods Pvt. Ltd. (“Mortgagor In the matter of striking off or removal of names of (§) companies in the state of Gujarat under section 248 of the Companies Act, | Big

B Servi
1), Future Market Networks Limited (“Mortgagor 2”), Kishore Biyani (“Guarantor 1”) and Vijay Biyani(“Guarantor 2”), that the below described immovable LA

2013 in respect of:
properties as mentioned in column (i) below, mortgaged / charged in favor of the J.C.Flowers Asset Reconstruction Private Limited acting in its capacity
gs Truséeg OL JCF Y”ES TRlLéST 2%22_23/:1 6 (nsecurid Credri]tor‘), the evhﬁ/sical porslsession OdehhilCh has been tsken by th;z ﬁuthorizg,zd g)(l;lecéelr) (AO) of Wonkiléaan | CIN CIN Company Name
ecured Creditor, will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, “Whatever there is” and “No recourse” basis, on February 02, etween | | |
11.00 AM to 02.00 PM for recovery of the amounts mentioned herein below due to Secured Creditor together with further interest, costs and other | R {
2 | AB9918747  U46309GJ2023PTC139142 | ITAEWON GLOBAL OVERSEAS PRIVATE LIMITED

expenses thereon. The Reserve Price and the Earnest Money Deposit are mentioned below for the property.
3 | AB9669984 | U74999GJ2021PTC119296 | GLOBALARCH PROJECTS PRIVATE LIMITED |

Company Name

We are all ears.

Details of Secured Asset put for Auction |

o A 0 tTto ta:j' R;s-e"'e IﬁmeSt 4 | AB9641091 | U72900GJ2021PTC124316 | PIXENITE PRIVATE LIMITED W want you to smile. Always. 5o, feel free to call anytime you want to
. . . X utstanding rice oney : { [em
All that piece and parcel of Unit No. 1, 10 Acres, area admeasuring approi(. 41 ,154 82,,000 99000 sq.ft. Dues as on on Deposit | 5 | AB9712143 | U19202GJ2021PTC120779 | PAICO FOOTWEAR IN PRIVATE LIMITED I bring anything to our notice,
(Ground + 1), (Block D as per approved plan layout) known presently as “Big Bazaar” standing on the Julv 31, 2024* EMD | ! { |
land bearing Final Plots Nos. 21,22 part & 27, T.P Scheme No. 18, lying and being in the village limits uly R; RS ( RS ) | 6 | AB9867691 | U74999GJ2021PTC125539 | MARKETERSCASA PRIVATE LIMITED Reach owr Customer Care,

RADHE TEX PRIVATE LIMITED I
f Tata Tele Broadband/Wifi Customers:

of Mouje: Rajpur - Hirpur (sim) Ahmedabad together with all the buildings and

7 | AB9039979
structures, plant and machinery, cables, electrical systems, hardware, computer software, wiring, elec- |245,66,58,164.17/-|36,14,00,000/-| 3,61,40,000/- | {

8 | AB9455782

| U17122GJ2007PTCO50090
U47711GJ2024PTC147820

SANJRAJ PRODUCTS INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED

tronics spares, machinery spares, tools, meters, motor vehicles, accessories, other equipment fixtures, (Rupees Two (Rupees (Rupees T

articles and things which shall from time to time hereafter during the continuance of this Security Interest Thirty Six | Three Crore o ) ) ) ) o ) ) # hal our 24x7 general information toll free numiber 1800 266 1515

be erected or installed or brought upon or added to or be in or upon or about the Mortgaged Properties| Hundred Forty- y ) 2. Notice is hereby given that the Registrar of Companies had received applications from the above-mentioned companies under _ _

hereinbefore expressed to be hereby granted, transferred, charged, assured and assigned or fixed or| Five Crore Sixty- Crore Sixty One section 248(2) of the Companies Act, 2013 for removal of its/ their name (s) from the register of companies either on the ground = Write to us at 1515@tatatel.coin

attached .to any qf the Mortgaged Properties qnd/or any part thereof qnd used or intended to be }Jsed Six Lakh Fifty Fourteen | Lakh Forty that they .have failed to commence bus.mess w1thm.0ne year o.f their 1.ncorporat10n. or on the. ground that the company(ies) is/are « Manage your account on hitpsy//www tatatelebusiness.com/imanage
whether in substitution or replacement of or in addition to any buildings and structures, machinery Lakh Only) | Thousand not carrying on any business or operation for a period of two immediately preceding financial years and has/have not made any

cables, cables, electrical systems, hardware, computer software, interface software, wiring, electronics | Eight Thousand Only) application (s) within such period for obtaining the status of a dormant company under section 455 of the Companies Act, 2013 or Dowmload our iManage app from Play Store or App Store, of log into

spares, machinery spares, tools, meters, motor vehicles, accessories and all other equipment and One Hundred and
plant, equipment, fixtures, articles and things now standing or being fixed or attached or used or in-
tended to be used or otherwise shall be included in the present Security Interest and be subject to the| Sixty Four and

trusts (in case the Mortgagee is acting as a trustee), provisions and covenants in these presents con- | paise Seventeen
tained and the Mortgagor shall at its own costs forthwith vest the same in the Mortgagee and until such
period such property shall be deemed to have always comprised in these presents and all the provisions Only)
shall apply to such properties also. Mortagaged by Future Market Networks Limited

*Dues outstanding as on July 31, 2024 together with further interest, costs and expenses thereon from August 1, 2024.

To the best of the knowledge of the Secured Creditor there are no known encumbrances on the above secured assets other than those of the Secured Creditor.
Interested bidders are hereby advised to do their own due diligence related to the Secured Asset before submission of bid. For detailed terms and conditions of
the sale and the bid documents, please refer to the website: https:/lwww.jcfarc.com and/ or https://www.bankeauctions.com

This notice is also a Thirty days’ notice to the Borrower / Guarantor / Mortgagor under Rule 8(6) of The Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

the company(ies) have obtained the status of dormant company/subscribers to the memorandum have not paid the subscription
which they had undertaken to pay at the time of incorporation of a company and a declaration to this effect has not been filed
within one hundred and eighty days of its incorporation under subsection (1) of section 10A/ have not been carrying on any
business or operations, as revealed after the physical verification carried out under sub-section (9) of section 12, but it/ they do not
wish to continue its/ their registration as companies and have, therefore, requested for removal/strike off of its/their names from
the register of companies.

3. Accordingly, the Registrar of Companies proposes to remove or strike off the names of the above-mentioned companies from
the Register of Companies.

4. Any person objecting to the proposed removal or striking off name of the companies from the register of companies may send
his or her objection to the office address mentioned here above within thirty days from the date of publication of this notice.

My Account on cur website wowow tatatelebroadband com

In case the complaint is not received 1o your satisfaction,
you may write at appallate Ghatatatel.ooin

whawrw tatatelebusiness.com

Tata Teleservices Ltd. Registered Office Address: Tower 1, Jeevan
Bharati, 124, 10th Floor, Connaught Clrcuws, New Delhi - 1100407,

CIM: U748990L1995PLC0AG6ES Tata Teleservices {Maharashtra)Ltd.
Registered Office Address: D-26, TTC Industrial Area, MIDC Sanpada :

Please note that in case of any discrepancies, the notice for sale published in English will be considered as final. Irkan Tirkey PO Turbhe Navi Murmbai - 400 702, CIN: LE4200MH1995PLENER35S
Date: December 27, 2025 Sd/- Authori§ed Officer Deputy Registrar Tel Mo 'IB[HElI 266 1515 email id: 1515@tatatel.con
Place: Ahmedabad For J. C. Flowers Asset ReconstructionPvt. Ltd G : ikl

CBC 07123/11/0538/2526

Centre for Processing Accelerated Corporate Exit

(Acting in its capacity as Trustee of JCF YES Trust 2022-23/16)

epaper.indianexpress.com

.. . Ahmedabad
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15 A thing I have for producing 7 Rising hack writing for papers
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B COOLER LETTERWEAD | LANCE - TOTING

e CALVIN & HOBBES
1 NEED YOUR WHAT'S THE THE TEACHER SALD MY CRVIoUSLY, 1 NEED
= MELP, HOBRES.  PROBLEM? BOOK REPORT WAS REMLY 77

zB a0 || A TERRI\BLE AMD 1 MEED G0 .

;r T DO T ONER, S——

f \
ACROSS DOWN &1
1 Opponent of developing 1A pound’s enough for such f
stagnation (10) vestments (4) 3
6 One might doubt its existence (4) 2 Article about ill-advised corporal E
10 Make forced entry as it gets punishment (9) ] _
lighter (5) 3 She’s in great form! (5) f’
11 Adropintheriver (9) 4 Trend in art that may be swell - |
12 Prank ceased being funny when  (3,4) |
father camein (8) 5 They won’t stand for personal k
13 Second radio is worth having (5)  representation (7) g

i

harmony (7) (5)

BY GEORGIANICOLS

ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): Ask for what you want. Mean-
while, this particular Moon is at odds with your ruler Mars.
Do not challenge authority figures — bosses, parents or
the police. Go gently. Tonight: You're strong.

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): Today has its mild challenges,
primarily because some people might steamroll over the
wants or feelings of others. Your own sense of personal op-
timism s strong. Take care of financial matters and red-
tape details. Tonight: Seek privacy.

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21): Maintain your easygoing
style and avoid friction with friends and groups about fi-
nancial matters. A difference of opinion about how to
spend an allocated amount of money might arise. Don't be
BY BILL WATTERSON bullied by the opinions of others. Tonight: Be friendly.
CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): Today people will notice
you more than usual. Conversations with partners, close
friends, parents and bosses might be stressful. Avoid pub-
lic arguments. Tonight: Show respect.

TLL ADD MORE

TIGERS AROUD|
THE CALNIN

SHIELD. LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): You're happiest if you're doing

something to give yourself a sense of accomplishment.
Don’t let discussions about controversial subjects like
politics or religion interfere with your work. Stay on track.
Tonight: Explore and learn.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): Be patient with romantic
partners especially in discussions about shared costs and
responsibilities. Parents need to be patient when dealing
with the demands of their kids. Focus on home repairs. To-

-2

20068 8006

17 One on adiet may turnoutso(7) 8 Risk of redundancy that comes to — night: Check your finances.
19 Important match for the Lions nothing (4,6)
) usuallyattractive (g o meheeetrozsting | ¢ MARVIN BY TOM ARMSTRONG LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): Chaos on the home front might
plant (7) 14 Attendant says nothing when 2 fray your nerves and challenge the harmony you like. Con-
22 Excuse is out of place (5) pushed around (4,6) I'M GOING TO BE LATE GETTING OKAY. SHOLULD | SAVE THE I T versations with partners, spouses and close friends also
24 Push the boat out and depart 16 Latin is possibly one of these y : ~ ; ; ’
53 ® __ HOME TONIGHT MARSHMALLOW AND TUNA FISH NO, THANKS. THE ™\ might be challenging. Dorftetanyona push youaround.
ﬁ?ltd&ez)n’tincludemealsinthe :18I\llothti.ngt(%)showthisisapolicy — = ___}, —— CASSEROLE FOR WHEN YOU GET CASSEROLE IS THE \ onight: Listenand cooperate.
mer (o, eclaration — % ¢
28 Possibly a test of discrimination 20 Trap seen, ran out! (7) HOME? E REASON I'M COMING SCORPIO (OCT 24 - NOV 23): Today many people are
(5) 21 Throw out proposed scheme (7) i either too pushy or impatient with each other, which can
29 Kind of knot sailors willbe well 23 Angry I'reckon (5) 1 create rude encounters and insensitive discussions, es-
dvised t id (4 25Th ho have this shouldn’t = . . . T
govlésrfoclgeeclivfcl)elltlgy)ahard feelhglsqur;((;) ave this shouidn ¥ pe0|aIIyw!ththosewhqcIosetoyou.Tryto rise above this.
bargainer (6,4) 26 Slight incline (4) i Take the high road. Tonight: Be productive.
!
SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 5869 ACROSS: 1Distant, 5 Frame, 8 Imperfect, 9 g !i' SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): You are breezy and
Cap,10 Emma, 12 Cglories, 14 Resent, 15 Skier§,17 Compress, 18 Stud, 21Rod, % : ;z| easygoing. Don't let financial matters and disputes about
22 Valentine, 24.Sta|r, 25 Speaker DOWN: 1 DI"IVG, 2 Sap, 3 Airs, 4 Toecap, 5 E - possessions ruin your day, especially in discussions about
Fetlocks, 6 Architect, 7 Exposes, 11 Mass media, 13 Engraver, 14 Records, 16 % & social outings, travel or vacations. Tonight: Socialise.
Psalms, 19 Drear, 20 Once, 23 Ink L ’
CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): You prefer to hide at
JUMBLED WO RDS home today and seek out gentle privacy. The stars are chal-
DIFFICULTY LEVEL [ fo)) | . . . .
enging for your sign today, which can trigger quarrels and
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make 4sINSTRUCTIONS _2 1 1 E | _1.. k1 '; 5 . 3 ?: _2. 1 fll'__ B 6 __1_ E} irritability. Family members might be touchy or insensitive.
proper words and move them to the respective circles below. To solve a Sudoku 1 0l6 ({e) 82 411/68/915(713 Tonight: Relax.
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the o puzzle, every digit-from - | | | _ = el | . >3 _
answer for the given quip. . | G | ltopmustappearin o 8| |3 4 x| (|16/9(1]7(3|5]4/8,2 AQUARIUS (JAN 21- FEB19): Start this day with the firm
Tperearesomgthlngswhlchmen___w1thease, and others with © I i hofth g 3 Q 117 A resolve to avoid quarrels with others, which might arise all
difficulty. - Epictetus (7) columrs, in éach ot the 9 (am) 315|816 29 4 AAA . " )
CVYEO y.-Ep HITCN - nine horizontal rows 6 - g = 5 i 4 - 9l8 ' 5 - 3|7 - 61 too easily. People feel sensitive today, and are quick to take
_ : o X and ineach ofthe 75 offence. Tread carefully. Do what you can to keep harmony
: . ' , . e A . © | nineboxes. 7 = g ' 2 ' = 1 ' 7 ' 619 ' 2 ' 4|8 ' 315 inyour surroundings. Tonight: Discussions.
s - o e L R, N o o
INPSS EEPRRF a DIFFICULTY LEVEL | 7 _ || 8 _ g _ — 4 | B _ 513 _ 7 _ 119 _ 2 _ 8 P.IS|CE?t(FEI?J20|t-lMtAR20):A\éoid quarrelsfablgutfinan-
T, TERT T Vot = .G = . cial matters. Don't let anyone ride over your feelings or
. AL . b AL . 7, éz=\§;§i?1ﬁ¥ﬁss=§:§§; _— _Ei_ - E { 1 3 EE i i!‘__ E__ g _1 EE ){ makeaccusationsthata)rlehurtful.Findyafriendwﬁosup-
sn18101d3 - ‘AynoiIp yum 5s =Very Hard; 5|2 1 @) Q112158 6134|7 ports you. Discussions with authority figures are solid. To-
SIBU10 PUE ‘9SB8 U1IM SS3JU09 UsL YoIym sBuiyl swos aie aJay [ :YIMSNY 6s = Genius N night: Check your belongings.
1ajaid ‘umy) ‘suids/sdius ‘A9n0):SNOILNTOS
ANNUAL FUNCTION OF BRIGHT SCHOOL CBSE UNIT KARELIBAUG TITLED JUNAGADH AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY ORGANIZES NATIONAL SEMINAR
“YUGON SE YATHARTH” ‘ X YU D B A e g ON ‘JUMPSTARTING AGRICULTURAL INITIATIVES FOR SUSTAINABLE

The annual function of Bright School
CBSE Unit Karelibaug titled “Yugon Se
Yatharth” emerged as a spectacular
journey, where students transformed
the stage into a vibrant world of histo-
ry, culture, and imagination. Shri
Krishna's teachings presented in the
act provided timeless wisdom.
Considering to be "yatharth" or the

everyone to live with awareness and responsibility in the present age.

THE BRIGHT SCHOOL CELEBRATES ANNUAL DAY ‘SAPNO KIiI UDAAN’ IN
SILVER JUBILEE YEAR, VADODARA

NS A LEGACY OF PR} Y

The Bright School celebrated the Annual Day for students of Std | to IV on

was further honoured by the presence of principals from various units of The Bright
School and esteemed guest Suhani Shah. The young students presented a series
of vibrant and thoughtfully curated performances portraying their aspirations to
become engineers, doctors, nurses, scientists, firefighters, sportspersons, environ-
mentalists and defence personnel. In her address, Mala Patel, Principal, highlight-
ed the key achievements of the academic year and reflected on the school’s
remarkable journey over the past 25 years. She expressed heartfelt gratitude to the
management, teachers, parents and students for their continued support and ded-
ication.

PARUL UNIVERSITY HOSTS THE 16TH GUJSTATE-CONPHYCS 2025

Parul University successfully
hosted the 16th GUJSTATE-
CONPHYCS 2025, Guijarat's
leading physiotherapy, which
attracted a phenomenal num-
ber of 1900 students from
across the state. This year's

research, wellness,

ative expression. The event
i - was graced by a keynote
speech by the esteemed chief guest, Jay Thadeshwar. At CONPHYCS 2025, the
academic sessions provided students some diverse perspectives on health, com-
pliance, and advancement in science. The Conference was inaugurated in
esteemed presence of Chief Guest Dr. Yagna Unmesh Shukla - Chairperson of
National Commission of Allied and Healthcare Professional, the esteemed guest
panel included the Chief Guest Dr. Yagna Unmesh Shukla, Dr. Nehal Kumar Shah
who is a Chairperson of GSAHC and Other Invited Speakers like Former
Physiotherapist of Indian cricket team Prof Dr. Ali Irani , Dr. Sudeep Kale , Dr. Nitesh
Bansal ,Dr. John Solemon, Dr. Anjali Bhise , Dr. Dhrumil Patel, Dr Nehal Shah, Dr.

T

real truth for all ages, including the |
current age (Kaliyuga) for navigating |
life. The captivating characters and striking added depth, colour, and authenticity,
turning each act into a visual masterpiece. Total 500 students performed for the
event beautifully connected ancient lessons with today’s challenges, inspiring |

| INTER-SCHOOL PRE-PRIMARY SPORTS DAY
edition stands not only for the | .

academic achievements, but
for its complete focus on |
leader- |
ship, sportsmanship, and cre- |

RAJHANS PRECIA COMPLETES A YEAR, EMERGES AS A PREMIUM ENTER-
TAINMENT DESTINATION IN SURAT

Over the past year, the multiplex
has established itself as a major
entertainment destination,
attracting strong footfall and
transforming the cinema-going
experience through a blend of
technology, comfort, and hospi-
tality. A key highlight of Precia’s
first year has been the introduc-
tion of the IMAX format to Surat.
From suite beds with quilts for
extended viewing to couple
recliners that offer privacy and comfort, each auditorium has been curated to priori-
tise relaxation and indulgence. This has positioned Precia as a premium cinematic
lounge. Commenting on the milestone, Jayesh Desai, Chairman of Rajhans Group,
said, “Rajhans’ vision has always been to bring the world’s best entertainment
experiences closer to home. With Precia, we have changed the way films are
watched in Surat. It is exciting to see Precia, emerge as a city landmark within a year
and become a preferred destination for entertainment, leisure, and indulgence. We
remain committed to delivering world-class entertainment experiences.” With over
160 screens across India and 65 more under development in cities including
Chandigarh, Mumbai, Chennai, Bengaluru, Pune, Kolkata, and Hyderabad, Rajhans
Cinemas continues to expand its national footprint.

FELICITATION PROGRAM ORGANIZED FOR RETIRED STAFF MEMBERS BY

i CENTRAL BANK OF INDIA, REGIONAL OFFICE, VADODARA

December 20 at the Kusum Memorial Auditorium as part of its Silver Jubilee cele- | Central Bank of India, Regional office,

brations. The theme ‘Sapno Ki Udaan’ beautifully reflected the school’s journey of | vadodara, under the guidance of [E=__—_— e
25 years in nurturing young minds and helping dreams take flight. The programme | BN

was graced by the esteemed presence of School President Saumil Shah. The event !

7

Regional Head Arun Kumar Mishra,
organized a special felicitation pro-
gram for all retired staff members
residing in the Baroda region. The pro-
gram commenced with the lighting of
the ceremonial lamp and offering of
flowers in front of the photograph of Sir -
Sorabji Pochkhanawala, followed by the rendition of the Central Anthem. A medical
check-up camp was also arranged for the benefit of all former staff members pres-
ent at the event. The dignitaries who graced the occasion included Regional Head

R P 1 s YR

MY
9

Arun Kumar Mishra, MCB Assistant General Manager Ishwar, Deputy Regional Head |

Shishir Ranjan, Chief Managers Manoj Thakur, Yogendra Khatri, Sunil Jain, Krishna | Deepak Mangal, Regional Manager (Central Bank of India), Nilesh Mishra, Chief

Dalal, Jai Prakash, and Kumar Pranesh. All former staff members were warmly wel- | Manager (Regional Office), Kishor Sanghani, Trustee of Anandabava Seva Sanstha,

comed and felicitated by the distinguished guests, and their contributions and ded- | Members of the Anandabava Seva Sanstha team and bank staff.

icated service were sincerely appreciated. In his address, Arun Kumar Mishra high- |

its entry into the 115th year, a cake-cutting ceremony was held.

AT GAJERA GLOBAL SCHOOL
N t, v Gajera Global School, success-

. GO ; & fully hosted a grand Inter-School
Pre-Primary Sports Day recently,
¥ with enthusiastic participation
from 12 pre-primary schools
" across the city. Taking a pioneer-
ing initiative inspired by the spir-
it of the Commonwealth Games,
the school organized this exclu-
sive inter-school sports platform for pre-primary learners, promoting early child-
hood development through sports. Around 400 young learners participated with
immense zeal and excitement. The event was graced by distinguished guests
Rajesh Maheshwari, President of the Surat Pre-School Association, and Amit Patel,
President of the Surat City Physical Education Association, along with founders and
principals of various schools. The Principal, Shweta Parihar, warmly welcomed the
gathering.

lighted the invaluable contributions of the retired staff members to the growth and | 9RAND INAUGURATION OF

progress of the Central Bank. On the occasion of the bank’s 114th anniversary and |

AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT, AND AUGMENTING REGIONAL
COLLABORATIONS (JAI-SARDARY)’

' "I.

Junagadh Agricultural University, Junagadh, recently organised National Farmers’
Day organised one-day national seminar on ‘Jumpstarting Agricultural Initiatives for

Sustainable Agriculture, Rural Development, and Augmenting Regional
Collaborations (JAI-SARDAR)’. This seminar covered subject areas such as crop
production, crop protection, horticulture, biotechnology, as well as social sciences.
More than 350 delegates, including scientists, students, industry representatives,
and progressive farmers from various states including Gujarat, participated in the
seminar. The inaugural ceremony of this seminar was held under the chairmanship
of Dr. V. P. Chovatia, Hon'ble Vice-Chancellor of Junagadh Agricultural University.
Chief Guest Dr. A. R. Pathak, former Vice-Chancellor of JAU and NAU. Dr. A. K.
Gupta, former Director of Research at S.K.N.A.U., Jobner, attended as the Guest of
Honor. Dr. A. G. Pansuriya, Director of Research, Dr. N. B. Jadav, Director of
Extension Education; Dr. Y. H. Ghelani, Registrar; Gaurav Dave, Joint Director of
Agriculture, Government of Gujarat; and Dr. P. D. Kumawat, Principal and Dean of
the College of Agriculture, Junagadh Agricultural University, Junagadh attended the
event. The session opened with a welcome address by Organizing Secretary Dr. N.
J. Ardeshna and concluded with a vote of thanks by Joint Organizing Secretary Dr.
B. Swaminathan.

CENTRAL BANK OF INDIA HONORS SENIOR CITIZENS AT ‘MATRU SHAKTI
VANDAN’ PROGRAM

As part of its 115th Foundation Day celebrations, the =

Central Bank of India (Jamnagar Regional Office) '
organized a heartfelt ‘Matru Shakti Vandan’ program
today at the Mabhila Vridhashram, managed by the
Anandabava Seva Sanstha. The event focused on |
honoring the elderly residents of the ashram, recog-
nizing the invaluable role of mothers and senior citi-
zens in society. In a gesture of respect and social
responsibility, the bank officials spent time with the
residents and organized a felicitation ceremony to
mark the bank’s long-standing legacy of service to
the nation. The program was held in the presence of

INDIAN BANK’S VYARA BRANCH

The new branch of Indian Bank was formally inaugu-
rated today in Vyara. Operating under the Surat Zone
 of Indian Bank, the branch was inaugurated by the
Chairman of the Vyara Municipality, Riteshbhai H.
Upadhyay. ?The inauguration ceremony saw the
special presence of several key officials, including:
?Prakashrao Nimje (Zonal Manager), ?Girish Chandra
~ (Deputy Zonal Manager), ?Tikendra Verma (Chief
" Manager), ?Jayakaran Singh (Chief Manager),
?Kundan Kumar (Chief Manager), ?Shivam
Srivastava (Zonal Security Officer). ?Addressing the
gathering, the Chief Guest noted that the opening of
the Vyara branch will provide local traders, farmers,
women, and the general public with access to mod-
ern banking facilities. Bank also provide ?Digital
Solutions like a focus on fast, secure, and simple dig-
ital banking and reliable financial solutions. ?The Zonal Manager reiterated the
bank's commitment to customer service and stated that the new branch aims to
provide seamless banking experiences to the residents of Vyara and surrounding
areas. Local citizens expressed their happiness at the launch, calling it a positive

Megha Seth, Dr. Sumaiyya Shaikh.
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step forward for the community.
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Vedant’s Mission Viksit Bharat

ADVERTORIAL

4th International Virtual Multidisciplinary Conference “From Gurukul to Global: Paving the Path to
Viksit Bharat@2047: Restructuring Higher Education with Indic Priorities” Commencing Today

Hon'ble Governor Acharya Devvrat Ji and Pujya Swami Parmatmanand Saraswati ji to address august
gathering at Vedant's International Virtual Conference on Viksit Bharat

t a time when India
stands at the thresh-
old of its centenary
of Independence, Vedant
Knowledge Systems
emerged as a prominent
academic and intellectual
platform translating the vi-
sion of Viksit Bharat@2047

into concrete
through

demic and

and nation.

Impact So Far

B 30,000+ participants engaged
across Vedant events

B Participation from 100+ univer-
sities and institutions
10 million+ digital views across
conferences, talks, and academic

content.

Vedant Knowledge Sys-
tems is a nationally recog-
nized organization commit-
ted to the mission of Viksit
Bharat, working at the in-
tersection of education, re-
search publications in in-
dexed journals, research
events and meaningful in-
terventions in higher educa-
tional institutions. Through
conferences, publications,
talks, and outreach pro-
grams, Vedant aims to cre-
ate a knowledge ecosystem
aligned with NEP 2020 and

the vision of
Bharat@2047.

National Recognition
Vedant's Viksit Bharat initiatives
have received blessings and appreci-

ations from:

B Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri

Narendra Modi Ji

B Hon'ble Home Minister Shri Amit

Shah Ji.

Hon'ble Education Minister Shri
Dharmendra Pradhan Ji

Hon'ble Chief Minister of Gu-
jarat Shri Bhupendrabhai Patel Ji
Hon'ble Chief Minister of Uttar
Pradesh Shri Yogi Adityanath Ji

education,
search, and national dia-
logue. As part of its larger
mission to organize 20 aca-
intellectual
events dedicated to nation-
building, Vedant is hosting
its 4thInternational Virtual
Multidisciplinary Confer-
ence titled "From Gurukul
to Global: Paving the Path
to Viksit Bharat@2047: Re-
structuring Higher Educa-
tion with Indic Priorities.”
Speaking on the occasion,
Directors of Vedant, Dr. Ar-
jun Dave and CS Raj Soni
stated that the conference
is not merely an academic
event, but part of a larger
national mission to recon-
nect India's educational fu-
ture with its civilizational
roots while preparing youth
for global leadership. "From
Gurukul to Global is not a
slogan; it is a roadmap,”
the organizers noted, em-
phasizing that knowledge
must serve society, culture,
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Bad laws are the worst
sort of tyranny.

— Edmund Burke
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Tepid foreign investor
interestis worrying

HE YEAR 2025 has seen foreign portfolio investors

(FPI) pull out a record $18 billion (Rs 1,58,000 crore)-

plus from Indian markets through net sales of equity.

This, together with declining foreign direct invest-
ment, notably since 2023-24, should be cause for concern. If
GDPgrowthinIndiaisaveraging 8 per cent annually, whyisn't
that being reflected in foreign capital inflows? An economy
growing at these rates should be attracting commensurate in-
terest from overseas investors wanting to partake in the growth
story. If thelarge IPOs by the South Korean companies Hyundai
Motors and LG Electronics — or the Chinese home appliances
major, Haier, recently offloading a 49 per cent stake in its wholly
owned Indian arm — are any indication, foreign investors seem
more inclined to raise money from, rather than infuse fresh
capital into, India.

Thislack of enthusiasm is quite in contrast to the bullishness
of domesticinvestors, atleast when it comes to collections by mu-
tual funds under systematic investment plans. These totalled Rs
3,03,978 crore during January-November, more than twice the
net equity sales of Rs 1,43,675 crore by FPIs for the same period.
Whatisholdingback foreign investors?Isit something about the
Indian economy, or even the official growth numbers? One reason
may be relatively high global interest rates. When 10-year bond
yieldsare at4.1-4.2 per cent in the US and 2-2.1 per cent in Japan,
itdraws that much capital away from emerging markets. But FPIs
have been net sellers only in Indian equities. In debt and other
non-equity instruments, they have actually been net buyers to
the tune of $7.2 billion so far this calendar year. Thus, they appear
comfortable investingin safe government bonds, as against risk-
ier equity assets, which entails taking a more bullish view of the
Indian economy's growth prospects.

The lukewarm foreign investor interest in India may also
have to do with its not being part of the artificial intelligence
euphoria, which has fuelled equity marketsin the US as well as
China, Taiwan and Korea. But limited Al exposure shouldn’t
be a liability in itself when India can boast of advantages in
other sectors such as renewables, digital platforms, IT and fi-
nancial services. At the end of the day, India needs foreign capi-
tal not only to fund its current account balance of payments
deficits, but also for investment leading to job generation,
knowledge diffusion and technology. All the more reason for
the government to address the concerns of investors, both for-
eign and domestic, and ask why they aren't investing.

Unnao survivor’s battle
forjustice goeson

CAN’T GO back to where I started; this fight can’t end like

this.” These words, uttered by the survivor of the 2017

Unnao rape, following the suspension of former BJP MLA

Kuldeep Sengar’s life sentence in the case by the Delhi
High Court — five years after he was found guilty and convicted
by a court in Delhi — carry a grim resonance. They’re a rem-
inder of how, in a society with deeply entrenched hierarchies,
even conviction can become just a temporary pause for the
powerful, especially in cases of sexual assault.

This was a case defined by the impunity with which the
politically connected accused, who had long held sway in
Unnao district, acted. Right from the start, the system was
weaponised against the survivor. After the rape of the young
woman, who was a minor at the time, in 2017, there was an at-
tempt to erase the crime: The assault was registered as a case
of kidnapping, Sengar’s name was omitted from the FIR. For
the survivor, getting the police to register a case against the in-
fluential local leader was merely the first obstacle. Right until
Sengar’s conviction in December 2019, her life, as well as that
of her family, remained shadowed by threats: In 2018, her father
was assaulted by thugs for refusing to withdraw the case. He
was then arrested on a fabricated charge, following which he
died in custody.

This is the battle that survivors of sexual assault have to
fight, particularly when the perpetrators are shielded by power.
The police refuse to record the truth, political goons act with
impunity and the system grinds on, painfully slow and halting.
Sengar may not be freed immediately — heisalsoservinga 10-
year sentence for the custodial death of the survivor’s father.
But the saga of the Unnao survivor paints a stark picture of how
rocky the road tojustice can be.

My rights, in
my language

HEN PRESIDENT Droupadi Murmu released

the Constitution of India in the Santhali lan-

guage, written in Ol Chiki script, it marked a

much-awaited moment of inclusion. It carried
echoes of a mid-20th-century debate in socio-cultural theory,
and its unselfconscious resolution in a diverse country. The
debate was on whether language precedes thought. While
Soviet psychologist Lev Vygotsky emphasised the relevance
of language in cognitive development, Swiss scholar Jean
Piaget framed it differently. Far away from this debate, cul-
turally and geographically, the best political minds of India,
in Constitution Hall, were discussing the trajectory of a new
democracy in which everyday politics and culture is shaped
by language hierarchy. One of the few Adivasi members of
the Constituent Assembly, Jaipal Singh Munda, stood up and
spoke in Mundari, and demanded recognition for tribal lan-
guages and identities.

The Constitution in Santhali offers the Santhali people eas-
ier access to a document that enshrines the rights for which
leaderslike Munda fought. With a population of over 7 million,
the Santhals are the third-largest tribe in the country. Yet, it was
only in 2003 that the Santhali language was included in Sched-
ule VIII. Notably, it was on Murmu’s insistence — as aminister
in Odisha, she requested the then Prime Minister, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, to give official status to Santhali — that the language
gotitslong-due recognition.

On the centenary of the Ol Chiki script, invented in 1925
by Raghunath Murmu, this event is not merely symbolic. It
underlines the promise of a more inclusive India where every
community will be able to read, defend and celebrate their
enshrined rights in their own languages. A person from the
Ho community would read the Preamble aloud in the Varang
Kshiti script, a Mundari woman would find the promises of
gender equality written in Nag Mundari, an Oraon scholar
would defend her doctoral thesis in the Kurukh language.

- Uddhav & Rajbury hatchetbut can they

refresh Brand Thackeray for future?

HE POLITICAL landscape in

India today is broadly divided

into two sections. In the first

section are those parties that,

at some point, were associated
with the BJP and were later stung and
suffered at its hands. The others are those
trying to avoid being swallowed up and
swamped by the BJP. The Thackeray
cousins are attempting to migrate fromthe
former to the latter.

Estranged till recently, Uddhav Thack-
eray, head of a truncated Shiv Sena, and his
cousin Raj, whose perceived importance
has often outstripped his actual political
strength, have decided tojoin hands for the
forthcoming municipal corporation elec-
tions, includingin the coveted Mumbai re-
gion. Beaten by the BJP, the two wish to
turn the tables on the saffron samrat whose
blessing both were jostling for not so long
ago. With the announcement of the al-
liance, the ShivSena (UBT) and Maharash-
tra Navnirman Sena (MNS) have buried
two decades of animosity.

Raj, once considered heir apparent to
his charismatic uncle Bal Thackeray, set
up his own outfit, the MNS, when the Shiv
Sena patriarch chose his son Uddhav to
lead the party.In March 2026, the MNS will
enter its 21st year. Having survived two
decades, during which Raj’s political pen-
dulum swung from being a staunch sup-
porter of the BJP to becoming one of its
harshest critics, the MNS has witnessed a
massive erosion of its support base. On the
other hand, the Shiv Sena, led by Uddhav
Thackeray, was in a state of happy coexist-
ence with the BJP for three-and-a-half dec-

adesbefore it decided toembrace the Sha-
rad Pawar-led Nationalist Congress Party
and Congress to form the Maha Vikas Ag-
hadi (MVA) that robbed Devendra Fadna-
vis of asecond stint as Chief Minister in the
2019 assembly elections.

The BJP, as part of its larger game plan,
first outflanked the Shiv Sena on the Hin-

realise that an extended alliance with the
BJP had taken away the Shiv Sena’s “Mara-
thi” plank. When it was with the BJP, the
Uddhav-led Shiv Sena enjoyed power and
quietly sidestepped, if not buried, its Mara-
thiagenda. The BJP’sshock treatment com-
pelled it to go back to its roots.

On the other hand, the BJP hobnobbed

dutva agenda and later robbed the latter KUBER with the MNS but stopped short of a formal
of its “Marathi” plank. Way back in De- alliance. While the BJP initially saw in the
cember 1987, long before the BJP’s Lal MNS an alternative to the Shiv Sena, Raj
Krishna Advani undertook the nation- Thackeray’s anti-migrant (read: Anti-
wide rath yatra for the Ram Temple in Hindi) stance prevented it from bringing
Ayodhya, it was Bal Thackeray who made him into the fold. Once it successfully split
Hindutva an election issue in a by-election the Shiv Sena, the BJP no longer needed
in a Mumbai suburb. Bal Thackeray, while either of the Thackeray brothers.
campaigning for Ramesh Prabhu, sought This explains why the Thackeray
votes on communal lines, for which he brothers were compelled to bury their two-
was later disfranchised for six years by the decades-old hatchet and join hands to chal-
courts and the Election Commission. lenge the BJP’s hegemony. Though much

A little before this, the late Pramod Ma- haschanged in thelast three decades —most
hajan had successfully forged an alliance significantly, Mumbai’s demography —
with the Thackeray-led Sena to oust Con- there certainlyisasection, though weakand
gress from the BMC. Later, Advani’s yatra small as of now, that supports the Thackeray
and the subsequent Ayodhya agi- cousins. And thisisnot the only rea-
tation only strengthened thebond Neither of them is a Bal son they garner sympathy.

between the two. Allwaswell when
it was going well. However, post
2019, Uddhav’s escapades with
Congress-NCP angered the BJP,
which taught him a lesson by en-
gineering defections in the Shiv
Sena and taking away Uddhav’s
right-hand man and the party’s

Thackeray who would have
taken the opportunity to
galvanise the state.
However, Raj and Uddhav can
take a cue from M K Stalin or
Mamata Banerjee on how to

The BJPisseen as making vari-
ousstatesits “vassals” and reveal-
ing an apparently anti-federal
facet toits politics. This is the rea-
son the BJP had to make a hasty
retreat and stay the state govern-
ment’s decision to introduce
Hindi at the pre-primary level in

mqst resou.rceful person, Eknath make regionalism more schools. The first person to chal-
Shinde. With Bal Thackeray no lingi dert t lenge the Fadnavis government
more, Shinde’s defection wasa ~ APPCAlNg H} or er 0 (.:Oun €T ontheissue was Raj Thackeray,
double blowto Uddhav. Along with the BJP’s rellglonlsm who received active support from

the chief ministership, he was to

Uddhav. The state’s ill-timed deci-

sion on Hindi helped the Thackeray
cousins revive and polish their original
plank, that of the “Marathi Manoos™.

This newfound bonhomie, however,
raises some questions: Isit too late for them
to pose any challenge to the BJP? Is the
issue of Marathi pride still relevant? And,
most importantly, can it stoke the embers
and create political fire?

The answers will lie in the cousins’ ability
to widen their appeal and convert the issue
into a regionalism versus religion battle,
since the BJPis set to play — yet again — its
minority-majority card. A senior BJPleader
recently raised the bogey of Mumbai getting
a mayor from the minority community if
votersdidn’t support the party. Inits desper-
ation tobagthe BMC, the BJPseems to have
forgotten that J Boman Behram, Mumbai’s
first mayor way back in 1931, was from the
minority community. Since then, the city
hasbeenled by 22 mayors whoweren’t from
the majority. This is the virtue of the
country’sfirst megalopolis, which the BJPis
trying to portray as its vice. The communal
pitch willbecome only more shrill aselection
feveris heightened.

This gives the Thackeray cousins an op-
portunity to prove their political mettle.
Neither of them is a Bal Thackeray who
would have taken the opportunity to gal-
vanise the state. However, Rajand Uddhav
can take a cue from M K Stalin or Mamata
Banerjee on how to make regionalism more
appealing in order to counter the BJP’s re-
ligionism. This battle will also determine
the longevity of Brand Thackeray.

The writer is editor, Loksatta

Rebuilding trustin police, in

shadow of doubt, under scrutiny = petroldoesntadd up

Policing today
standsata
crossroads. We
cancling to
distance and
authority and
watch trust
erode. Or we
canchoose
visibility,
explanation
and fairness,
even whenitis
uncomfortable

ASSUMED charge as Director Gen-

eral of Police, Haryana, in mid-Oc-

tober, at atime when cynicism hung

heavily over the institution I was

sworntolead. Public trustin policing
was fragile. Within the force, morale was
uneven. Then came a moment that shook
us deeply —the suicide of a serving Inspec-
tor General, accompanied by allegations of
caste-based discrimination.

There are no manuals for inheriting
grief, anger and suspicion all at once. But
leadership, I have learnt, is tested in mo-
ments when the institution is under moral
scrutiny. The death of a senior officer was
not merely a personal tragedy. It was an
institutional wound. Allegations of dis-
crimination strike at the very idea of a uni-
formed service — rank, responsibility and
respect flow from duty, not from identity.
To pretend otherwise would be dishonest.
To dismiss the pain such allegations cause
would be worse.

At such times, the temptation for any
organisation isto retreat into procedure —
tosay thatinquiries will be held, files exam-
ined, rules followed. Those things matter.
Butthey are not enough. What the moment
demanded was clarity — about values, in-
tent, and what policing must stand forin a
constitutional democracy.

Policing today does not operate in a for-
giving environment. Citizens are more
questioning than before. Social media has
ensured that silence is no longer neutral --
it is interpreted as avoidance. Within the
force, too, officers expect fairness, transpar-
ency and dignity. I was conscious, there-
fore, that restoring confidence — outside
and inside the organisation— would
require more than operational success. It
would require credibility. From the outset,
my beliefhasbeen simple: Policing cannot
survive on fear or distance. In ademocracy,
authority does not come from the uniform
alone; it comes from trust. And trust follows
when the police are visible in action, honest
inintent, and clear in communication.

We moved decisively against criminal
networks — habitual offenders, illegal
arms suppliers, narcotics chains, and
crime-prone pockets. Operations such as
Trackdown and Hotspot Domination
were not about optics. They were about
signalling that the state had not vacated

the field. Crime cannot be wished away,
but it can be disrupted.

At the same time, we tried to explain
what we were doing and why. When
citizens know what to expect, mistrust be-
ginstoease, even if slowly. This approach
was equally necessary within the force.
The police is a hierarchical organisation,
but it cannot afford to be a closed one.
Allegations of discrimination —whether
proven or not— must be addressed with
seriousness and empathy. As DGP, I see it
as my duty to ensure that every officer,
regardless of background, feels protected
by rules, heard by leadership, and judged
by performance.

Haryana’s context makes these chal-
lenges sharper. The state surrounds the
national capital, hosts major industrial
corridors, and faces complex crime pat-
terns — cyber fraud, organised extortion,
narcotics, and interstate gangs. Law and
order here affects livelihoods, invest-
ment, and everyday life. Citizens do not
expect perfection from the police. They
expect presence, responsiveness and fair-
ness. Technology has helped us, but it is
not a cure-all. Systems and platforms can
support policing, but they cannot replace
leadership. Ultimately, trust flows from
how officers behave, how decisions are
made, how mistakes are acknowledged.

I am conscious that structural change
in policing does not happenin months. The
real work lies ahead: Embedding transpar-
ency in processes, consistency in postings,
fairnessin evaluations, and accountability
at all levels. It also means accepting criti-
cism that is informed and rejecting only
that which is malicious. The tragedy that
marked the early days of my tenure will not
be forgotten. Institutions grow stronger not
by erasing uncomfortable moments, but by
learning from them.

Policing today stands at a crossroads.
We can clingtodistance and authority and
watch trust erode. Or we can choose visibil-
ity, explanation and fairness, even when it
is uncomfortable. I have chosen the latter
path — not because it is easy, but because
it is necessary. Policing, if it is to serve the
Republic with honour, must be worthy of
the trust it seeks.

The writer is DGP, Haryana

- Something abouttheprice of

SHIFALI
GOYAL

With ethanol
now forming
one-fifth of
every litre sold,
treating the
entire fuel asif
it were pure
petrol distorts
fiscal
understanding

N RECENT parliamentary sessions, the government has
underscored the importance of the ethanol blending pro-
gramme. With the blending rate climbing from 1.5 per cent
in 2013-14 to 20 per cent by 2025-26, ethanol is fast becom-
ing a significant component of India’s energy mix. How-
ever, this shift necessitates a corresponding update in how fuel
prices are reported. While blending targets are ambitious, the
pricingstructure remains static. Petrol sold in retail outletsisnow
blended with ethanol. From a production standpoint, howevet,
they are two entirely different products: Ethanol is taxed under
the GST regime, whereas petrol remains outside it. This distinc-
tioniscrucial and consumers deserve greater transparency inthe
determination of the final price of blended petrol.

Ethanol used for blending attracts 5 per cent GST, while petrol
is taxed through central excise and state-level VAT. This dual
structure originates from India’s partially reformed fuel taxation
regime. Consequently, oil marketing companies pay GST on etha-
nol purchases but cannot claim an input tax credit, since the final
product, petrol, is not a GST-taxable item. This makes the ethanol
component appear more expensive thanitis, asthe GST paid be-
comes anon-recoverable cost.In2024-25, as per official data, the
weighted average procurement cost of ethanol was Rs 71.32 per
litre (including the ex-mill price, GST, and transportation
charges). In contrast, the base price of petrol charged to dealers
(excluding excise, VAT, and commission) was Rs 53.07 per litre,
which increases to Rs 74.97 after adding central excise duty.

According to the latest price break-up for Delhi, the current
structureis: Base price Rs 53.07, central excise duty Rs 21.90, dealer
commission Rs4.40, and state VAT Rs 1540. These add-onsbring
the retail selling price to Rs 94.77 per litre. However, these
numbers correspond to pure petrol, not the ethanol-blended pet-
rol (E20), which now constitutes nearly all petrol sold across India.
Despite this major shift in composition, there is no published
price build-up for blended petrol. The public disclosure still re-
flects the structure of 100 per cent petrol. Thislack of transparency
hidesimportant fiscal information. Under current tax provisions,
ethanol blended into petrol is exempt from central excise duty.
However, the VAT levied by states applies to the entire blended
fuel. As a result, even though ethanol is taxed under GST, the
blended productis again taxed under VAT, with no clarity on how
this affects the effective tax incidence.

The keyissue is not double taxation per se, but the absence of
clarity on how much each component contributes to the final
price. With ethanol now forming one-fifth of every litre sold, treat-
ing the entire fuel as if it were pure petrol distorts fiscal under-
standing. This opacity prevents a meaningful evaluation of
whether blendingleads to lower or higher costs for the economy
and at the pump. Making the price build-up of blended petrol
public, including the ethanol share, procurement cost, and tax
treatment, would enhance accountability and improve fiscal co-
ordination between the Centre and states. Publishing a detailed
price build-up for blended petrol, alongside the existing one for
pure petrol, would be a simple yet powerful reform.

The writer is research associate at CSEP. Views are personal
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New packageforNRIs

While conceding several demands of non-

resident Indians regarding investment in
India, Finance Minister V P Singh said in New
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® Delhithat the issue of a5 per cent ceiling on
investment in Indian companies would have
to be discussed further before any decision
could be taken. At the first open house
session with about 250 non-resident Indians,
Singh, flanked by top officials of the finance
ministry, listened to first-hand accounts of
these investors’ problems with Indian regula-
i tions and red tape. Singh announced that the
government would introduce a special non-
resident exchange (NRE) cheque systemto
speed up the allotment and purchase of
shares by NRIs in Indian companies.

epaper.indianexpress.com

Tensions mountin Punjab

Suspected terrorist activity continued in
Punjab, claiming one life during the past 24
hours, and there was no relaxation in the
curfew imposed at Gurdaspur after a clash
between members of two communities two
days ago. Reports said there was tensionin
some urban areas following a state-wide
bandh call givenjointly by the Shiv Sena
and the Punjab Brahmin Sabha in protest
against the Gurdaspur incident, in which
one person was killed.

Congress centenary

Amidst much confusion and lots of excite-
ment, Bombay is all set to witness the his-
toric centenary celebrations of the birth of

the Indian National Congress, an event for
which the metropolis had waited a whole
year. The entire city wore a festive look
while activities at the main venues of the
great show reached afierce pace.

Lebanese civil war

Lebanon’s three most powerful militants
have reached agreement over a Syrian-
sponsored pact to end the nation’s 10-
year-old civil war and will sign the accord
before year’s end, state-run Beirut Radio
reported. It said negotiators of the Druze,
Shia Muslim and Christian militias re-
solved the last point of contentionin the
agreement during a round of talks held at
Syrian Vice-President Abdul Halim Khad-
dam’s office in Damascus.

. . . Ahmedabad
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Delhi should cooperate with Dhaka to
trace Hadi’s killers, and should [not
meddle] in Bangladesh’s internal affairs.
— Dawn, Pakistan
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India moves towards unlocking nuclear
cnergy. The hard work begins now

‘\f)‘
AKSHAY JAITLY
HE SUSTAINABLE Harnessing
and Advancement of Nuclear
Energy for Transforming India
(SHANTTI) Act marks the most
significant reform of India’s nu-
clear sector since the Atomic Energy Act of
1962. This is bold, substantive legislation,
openingup asector thatholds great promise
forIndia’s climate commitments, energy se-
curity, and the technological innovations
thataliberalised, private-sector-led nuclear
power sector could bring. The Act deserves
praise for ending six decades of state mon-
opoly, creating a credible, licence-based
pathway for private investment, and giving
the Atomic Energy Regulatory Board, which
will act as the sector regulator, an indepen-
dent statutory foundation.

For India to realise the full potential of
this reform, which will require the confi-
dence of overseas suppliers and the inter-
ests oflong-term investors who seek alow-
risk, predictable business environment,
some important work remains.

The most consequential change is the
restructuring of civil nuclear liability. The
Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act,
2010, despite its well-intentioned originsin
the Bhopal tragedy, had become a thresh-
old obstacle for foreign suppliers. Section
17(b), which permitted operators to seek re-
course against suppliers for defective
equipment or substandard services, di-
verged fundamentally from international
norms under the Convention on Supple-
mentary Compensation. Neither the CLND
Rules nor the government’s FAQs, which
lacked statutory force, reassured the
American, French and Japanese OEMs
whose participation India sought.

The SHANTI Act addresses this. Oper-
ator recourse against suppliers now exists
only where expressly provided in contract,
or where the nuclear incident resulted from
intentional acts to cause damage. This
aligns India with the international liability
architecture and removes the problem that
haslongtroubled potential projects at Kov-
vada and Jaitapur.

One gap remains: The Act does not de-
fine “supplier”. Earlier proposals for a
CLND amendment had recommended a

LETTERS
ToTHE EDITOR

Christmas disruptions

THIS REFERS to the editorial,
‘Goons can’t hijack Merry Christ-
mas’ (IE, December 26). Despite
the Prime Minister himself
attendinga Christmas morning
service ata Delhichurchtodeliver
amessage of peace and harmony,
several incidents of disruption
and vandalism occurred during
Christmas celebrations across
India. It sends adisturbing mess-
age against the pluralist spirit of
our nation. Indiais a country of
many religions, and our Constitu-
tion stands for asecular state.
—Vaibhav Goyal, Chandigarh

Science and caution

THIS REFERS to the article, ‘Re-
vised definition of Aravallis will
hurtitsecology’ (IE, December
26). The Aravallis are not just iso-
lated hills but a connected ecolo-
gical system. Low hills, foothills
and aquifers play an important
role in groundwater recharge,
biodiversity and climate balance.
Ignoringthese aspects may allow
mining and construction in eco-
logically sensitive areas, causing
long-term damage.

—Dattatray S Giri, Pune

Look inwards

THIS REFERS to the editorial,
‘New year resolutions for the
powerful’ (IE, December 26).
New Year resolutions for the
powerful should begin with in-
door voices. Keir Starmer and
Emmanuel Macron could first
persuade their own publics be-
fore rehearsing speeches about
leading “Europe” and the
“Anglospher’e. Vladimir Putin
and XiJinping, like ajaded
couple at abad party, will smile
stiffly and hope that the other
isn’t flirting across the room.
Across the Atlantic, Donald
Trump might resolve to break
fewer global norms, while Elon
Musk could rediscover the
radicalidea of running his com-
panies rather than the internet.
—K Chidanand Kumar, Bengaluru

statutory definition, distinguishing be-
tween those who manufacture and supply
systems or components on functional spec-
ifications, those who provide design spec-
ifications to vendors, and those who pro-
vide quality assurance or design services.
Such clarity would complete the liability
picture and eliminate residual uncertainty
about who bears what responsibility
through the nuclear supply chain.

Private investors committing capital to
long-gestation, capital-intensive and sen-
sitive (from a safety and security perspec-
tive) nuclear projects will require high
levels of predictability. The Actleaves sig-
nificant details to rules and regulations,
and how these are framed will be crucial
to determine whether the reform achieves
its objectives.Three areas will benefit from
closer attention.

The scope of key terms remains unclear.
“Sensitive” activities (which cannot be pat-
ented by private parties), matters with “na-
tional security implications” (which may
be carved out from AERBjurisdiction), and
those of a “strategic nature”
(which may trigger the creation of
separate regulatory bodies).

Without at least indicative
definitions or procedures for ad-
vance determination, start-ups
developing technology, especially
small modular reactors (SMRS),
will not know whether theirinno-
vation efforts will ultimately be-
come the property of the central
government. This will choke in-
vestment in R&D.

Second, Section 25 permits
the constitution of additional

MANJIRI INDURKAR

BACKIN the 90s, therewasagirlinmy class
who was academically sharp and a little
quirky. She chewed through her pens and
pencils; her fingers, face, and uniform were
often stained with ink and lead. We were
friends forawhile. Then we went todifferent
colleges and lost touch.

Except welived in asmall town. In small
towns, it isn’t easy to disappear. You always
heard things about people you once knew,
filtered through others who knew them now.
Somewhere in my second year of college, I
heard that she’d had a meltdown, that she’d
been put on medication, and institutional-
ised. In2006, we didn’t have the language for
mental health.Iwas adepressed kid without
thevocabulary forit, and so, I think, wasshe.
The rumour mill worked overtime.

To some, she was weird; to
others, she was mad. One conver-
sation with a mutual acquaintance
remains etched in my memory. It
was our final year, placement sea-
son. Companies were visiting cam-
puses, and she got placed. To me,
this was never surprising. She was
smart. Butin her college, where she
was known as the mad, psychotic
weirdo, it didn’t make sense to
people. How could she be hired?
She threw a fit, the acquaintance
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NEERAJ BUNKAR

BISON KAALAMAADAN, directed by Mari
Selvaraj, is not merely a sports biopic. Itisan
exploration of inheritance — of dignity, rage,
memory, the crushing weight passed from
fathertosonwithin a caste-stratified society.
Kabaddi moves beyond spectacle to a reg-
ister of social reality, where bodies carry his-
tories long before they claim medals.
Rooted insoil, breath, and bodily risk, ka-
baddibecomesa precise cinematic language
toaddress masculinity, exclusion, and struc-
tural violence. Selvaraj’sachievementliesin
allowing politics tosurface throughlived ex-

The rationale for central
government control lies in
nuclear power’s high cost.
This is why administered
pricing is not the way to go.

State discoms, in precarious
financial condition, should
not be burdened with
mandated procurement of

high-cost power

ILLUSTRATION: C R SASIKUMAR

regulatory bodies for “strategic” activities.
The open-ended nature of this provision
creates uncertainty as investors will not
know whether their facilities might be
subjected to a different, yet-undefined
regulatory regime. Circumstances requi-
ring additional oversight could be antici-
pated and specified in rules, or procedural
safeguards could be established before
any new bodies assume jurisdiction.

Third, the selection of AERB members
isthrough a committee constituted by the
Atomic Energy Commission, which falls
under the Department of Atomic Energy.
Established Indian regulatory practice,
such as that embodied in the Financial
Sector Legislative Reforms Commission
model, would suggest a search committee
comprising independent experts and re-
tired judges alongside government
representatives. Section 17(5) permits
rules to prescribe the committee’s proce-
dure. These could specify an AERB
composition that promotes structural
independence while retaining a
right for the central government
to approve members from a
security perspective.

Section 37 of the SHANTI Act
vests pricing authority for nuclear
electricity in the central govern-
ment, explicitly overriding the
Electricity Act, 2003. This creates
avoidable problems.

Once produced, an electron is
anelectron. There is no principled
reason to treat electricity gener-
ated from nuclear plants differ-
ently from that generated by any
other source. The Electricity Act

provides a well-understood framework for
tariff determination, open access, captive
power, power exchanges, and bilateral
contracts, one that has enabled India’s re-
newable energy explosion. Nuclear power
should benefit from this architecture,
rather than be excluded from it.

The rationale for central government
control possibly lies in nuclear power’s
high cost. But this is precisely why admin-
istered pricing is not the way to go. Nuclear
power is expensive and state discoms, al-
ready in precarious financial condition,
should not be burdened with mandated
procurement of high-cost power.

What will contribute to the scaling and
success of India’s nuclear programme
is matching the right producers with
the right buyers and promoting captive
nuclear power generation. Power-hungry
data centres and other industries seeking
reliable, clean, baseload supply are
natural customers for SMRs. Industrial
clusters, SEZs and commercial con-
sumers, including GCCs, are more likely
to pay a premium for round-the-clock,
non-fossil generation and such demand
could sustain larger plants. One of
the proposed models for offshore wind,
where generators find their own commer-
cial and industrial customers rather than
relying on discom offtake, provides a
way forward.

These are transactions between willing
private parties and there is no policy ration-
ale for central government price interven-
tion here. Long-term stability will come
from commercial relationships between
producers and consumers who value what
nuclear power offers, not from a top-down
system of fixed tariffs that insulates gener-
ators from the market.

Ideally, this would require legislative
amendment to Section 37. Alternatively, a
notification could exempt private-to-pri-
vate transactions from administered pric-
ing. If felt necessary, central government
tariff-setting powers could be retained for
transactions involving PSUs (including dis-
coms), leaving purely private arrange-
ments to mutual agreement, with grid ac-
cess on non-discriminatory terms.

India has taken a decisive step toward
unlocking nuclear energy’s potential for
itsdevelopment goals. A robust legislative
framework is in place. The next phase,
involving rulemaking, regulatory
design, and tariff policy, will be crucial to
its success.

The writer is a founding partner of Trilegal

On the jumbotron,
the woman on trial

This impulse tocommenton a
woman’s life is not a new
invention. Social media may
have accelerated it, but the
public sphere has always been
a court without rules, where
women are tried in real time
and sentenced by consensus

told me. Probably offered things. That’swhy
she got the job. She used tactics.

Bythen,Ihad heard too many stories. My
small-town, partially informed brain had
made up its mind. When I ran into her once
in Delhi, and she tried to reconnect, I didn’t
know what to do. SoIdid nothing. I didn’t
ask how she was, I didn’t ask if she was well.
[, instead, gave her the wrong phone number
and hoped shewould never tryto find meon
social media.

Her mental health was visibly fragile. Her
marriage collapsed. The rumours about her
behaviour followed her everywhere. I don’t
know where she is today. I found myself
thinking of her while reading Kristin Cabot’s
New York Times interview, months after a
private moment with her boss had been
turned into a public spectacle.

The piece details how Cabot
was subjected to relentless sham-
ing, humiliation, and even death
threats. Memes proliferated. Even
corporate advertising found a way
to capitalise on her humiliation.
Gwyneth Paltrow, an actor, a
woman, and Chris Martin’sex-wife,
appeared in a “smart and cocky”
campaign for Astronomet, Cabot’s
former employer. All of this came
at the cost of a single woman.

I thought of my former friend because it
took me years to understand what was hap-
pening. Howawoman’s difference becomes
astory others feel entitled to complete. The
details change; the scale expands. But the
mechanism remains remarkably consistent.
How quickly awoman’slife becomes a public
text, and how little evidence is required for
others to begin reading her with suspicion.

Cabot was already separated from her
husband. But that detail is beside the point.
Evenifshehadbeen “cheating”, what moral
logic permits strangers to punish her, harass
her, threaten her, say she slept her way tothe
top? The same way my classmate was sup-
posed to have done to get placed.

This impulse to comment on and par-
take in a woman’s life is not a new inven-
tion. Social media may have refined and ac-
celerated it, but the public sphere has
always been a court without rules, where
women aretried in real time and sentenced
by consensus. I think of the girl I failed, and
of Cabot, and I wonder how often we mis-
take ourright tolook, comment, and judge
for a moral obligation. For our collective
voyeuristic pleasures, women continue to
pay the price.

Indurkar is the author
of It'sallin your head, M and Origami Aai

Not just another sports story

For Opposition
today, lessons
from Atal
Bihari Vajpayee

a=s!
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RAMRAJYA
BY RAM MADHAV

ECEMBER 25 marked the end of the centenary

year of one of India’s greatest sons, aleader whom

many described as an “ajatshatru” — one with-

out enemies. Atal Bihari Vajpayee was a gifted

orator and poet, a leader for whom the nation
came first above everythingelse, including his own party. He
was, above all, a sterling human being. Not all leaders are re-
membered after 100 years. But some, like Vajpayee, are un-
forgettable because the “Vajpayee era spanned generations”,
as Arun Jaitley once commented, and his aura will span dec-
ades, probably centuries.

Vajpayee had many firsts to his credit. From an ideological
standpoint, he was India’s first genuine non-Congress prime
minister. He was also the first leader to show that coalitions
work. Earlier, most coalitions were seen as unstable political
compulsions. Vajpayee would say that coalitions should not
be seen as a political compulsion, but they should be taken as
“the aspiration of the people”. He was the first PM to run a co-
alition government, comprising more than 20 parties for a full
five-year term. The term “coalition dharma” was a product of
his politics.

As Prime Minister Narendra Modi wrote in an obituary,
Vajpayee was “ahead of his times”. “Character of power is the
same always,” Vajpayee once said, adding that “we should try
to transform that character through personal example”. He
tried to set such an example — initially as the leader of the Op-
position for several years and later as the leader of the House.
The speech he delivered while demitting office, after the 13-
day government he formed in 1996 failed to muster numbers,
was one of his best. “Sarkaren aayengi aur jaayengi, partiyan
banengi aur bigadengi, magar ye desh rehna chahiye, desh ka
loktantra amar rehna chahiye (Governments will be formed
and dissolved, parties come and go, but this nation should re-
main and its democracy should be eternal).” This message to
parties to change their
character didn’t register
with them. He lost power
againin1999 when a coali-
tion partner withdrew sup-
port, and he failed to se-
cure the vote of confidence
in Parliament by just one
vote. What if the character
of power doesn’t change?
“Just make sure you don’t
lose your laughter,” he
once said. He had the last
laugh when heled amuch
stronger coalition to office
in the elections that fol-
lowed —itcompleted a full
term in 2004.

Although Vajpayee
couldn’t completely
change the character of
power politics, he did influence the character of his own party.
The BJP functioned as a constructive Opposition to the scam-
ridden UPA government. Sushma Swaraj’s final address as the
Leader of the Opposition in Parliament in 2014 was a glowing
testimony to the democratic spirit Vajpayee had infused in the
BJPleadership. She praised leaders on the ruling side, including
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, Sonia Gandhi, Kamal Nath
and Sushil Kumar Shinde, for enabling the House’s function-
ing, and concluded in true Vajpayee spirit by emphasising that
“there is one strong message at the root of Indian democracy
— we are adversaries, not enemies”.

After assuming office in 2014, PM Modi upheld the
Vajpayee spirit by running a coalition government despite the
BJP securing an absolute majority in 2014 and 2019. He ex-
tended an olive branch to Congress by granting it the status
of the principal opposition party, although it failed to secure
the number of seats (10 per cent of the House) required to
qualify for that. He has tried to engage with the Opposition in
matters of national interest.

Some opposition leaders used to tell Vajpayee that he was
the “right man in the wrong party”. “What good is this right
man for you anyway?” he once asked. He was right. The last few
years have shown that the Opposition’s politics has no place for
the Vajpayee spirit.

In1928, after getting elected to the German Reichstagasone
ofthe12 delegates of Adolf Hitler’s party, Joseph Goebbels, who
would become Hitler’s minister for propaganda seven years
later, was surprised to find that he and his colleagues had the
capacity to paralyse democratic processes. “The big joke of
democracy is that it gives its mortal enemies the means to its
own destruction,” he wrote. Will the Opposition in Indiaremain
Goebbelsian, or can they find the “right man” in their party?

The writer, president, India Foundation, is with the BJP

perience rather than slogans —abalance still
rare in mainstream sports cinema.

Atthe narrative’s core are a father and son
bound byblood and ashared understanding
of how power operates and whom it margi-
nalises. Pasupathy delivers one of recent
Tamil cinema’s most affecting performances
asthe father —a flawed, angry, often helpless
manwho nonetheless carries an unwavering
belief in his son, even as society insists on
seeing that son only through caste. Dhruv
Vikram plays Kittan with controlled inten-
sity. His performance is deeply physical, yet
never hollow. The weightisvisiblein hiseyes
long before it appears on the kabaddi court.
Kittan is constantly in motion — running
from humiliation, inherited rage, and a so-
cial order determined to keep him in place.

Sport here is not escape; it is confrontation.

One of the film’s most devastating se-
quencesiswhen the father, driven todesper-
ation, pleads with the police so his son can
play. There is no swelling music, no emo-
tional orchestration. Justamanbegging the
state for permission to hope. The scene
lingers because it reveals power exactly as it
functions in real life: Quietly, bureaucrati-

At the narrative’s core are a father
and son bound not only by blood
but by a shared understanding of
how power operates and whom
itmarginalises

epaper.indianexpress.com

cally, and without apology.

Then, the respite, with Kittan’s Arjuna
Award win. The father watches, his eyes fill-
ing not only with pride but with something
heavier — relief, perhaps, or the sense thata
generational burden has shifted, if only
slightly. In their final meeting, Kittan places
theaward in his father’shands. Behind them
hangs a portrait of BR Ambedkar in his bar-
rister’sattire. Selvarajdoes not underline the
symbolism. He truststhe audience, and that
trust becomes the film’s strength.

What sets Bison Kaalamaadan apartisits
refusal to detach sport from society. Kabaddi
isnotaneutral arena. Itisembedded in caste,
violence, access, and survival. The film
understands that the body is political long
before it becomes athletic. Moving between

past and present, the narrative treats mem-
ory not as nostalgia but as intrusion — each
tackle echoing an earlier wound.

Inspired by thelife of kabaddi player Ma-
nathi Ganesan, the film honours its subject
without reducing his journey to a checklist
of achievements. Bison Kaalamaadan re-
jects uncomplicated victory. Hope appears
fragile and hard-won, glimpsed in a father’s
tears or a phone call urging a son to play
against impossible odds. Selvaraj captures
an unsettling truth: In such worlds, love is
not merely emotional sustenance, butasur-
vival strategy — and that clarity gives the film
itsenduring force.

The writer is a researcher
specialising in caste and cinema
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ZO—year—old Indian shotdead
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Investigators have not disclosed
amotive and insist that the incident
appears “isolated” with no ongoing

threat to the public
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Truck driver with ‘social media following’
held for ‘attacking’ Gujarat cop at checkpost
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On Day One, Kankaria Carnival sees 1.311akh footfall
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‘USA, as in ‘Umarti Sikligar Arms’, an MP
village in the shadow of the gun

0000000 U0000odo
I o
dofoDooodg

gubboguoor oo boo oooo
0000iDo 0obootoo0 U0 Dioododo
0000000 DOI0D 000 Loboonnd
0000 40000 U 00000 boooomod
00 0 0oob 0ooOodo bodoooo
Qoo

L1000 000 URo0ido it 4o
(0000000 00000 Do 0Jooa
I0 0000000 0ioioito 0o ooooo
{00000 0 i0oooen to o Uoom
O0ii000 00 oooo0oOooto booo
(000 0ioiiom 0o 0ooo todod
J00 00 0dQo ool 0ot toao
Uoooon 0O U 0000 0oiooo 0doo
(000000 Loot b0 Lo Lboooooto
(000000000 0o00ooU Loooom

00000 00 0 002000 000 0ooao
J00 00 000 0o 00 Ooootoonoog
U000 000 O 000 0ioo 0o 10d
000O00t0noo to & Loo 4o oo
Q000000 food 0hooo oo oo
ool 0oo0o boOo IO O 0o foomo
0 1

00000000 00 Hotobo 0oa
g0l 0ol 0 bodoloiibo 4o
UOOO0 0O oo Do O o0dao
0 0000 00U ooond bomea
O00i00ooo 000 foitooo Do o tad

*'h"
s g
-

[

=5

e
Fim vl Woly, ae= @l aanr
ca e il o e

| e el T
sl
Pl Sy edbbs gulle - Ha U
= Ll
sagd MeET oUW P Ele

¥

Fl LR
e ..- i
., .

. -J“-'ﬁ

WA WA

1 P 1 RN

000000 00 0o oootoiin bO0TDboo o Lo oo bdoootod
0000INOnOo00 Oiniddo LoUoodl ooion 0id Doooood DO0I cooo cooooo

000000 000 00T b0 O o0ions
000 0o0o0oo 0o 0 0ootod 0o
000000 00 HOi0XC00M too 00O
00000000000 Qotto0oiobto
000D 0ofo iod 0o 0iooo todo
goilb doooboioo booog ooo
(0000 00 OoJDooIo 0ooo0d 0oo oo
0o0000000iot 0oo tboood oo
(00 IO 000 do0t0oO Dinooooaz
00 000 DOio00 oo 0i0 0oooooo
(I00 000 oL boooiod 0o 000 1o
(0000 000U dooooo oot Ooooo
00000 DOoo40000 00 0oood o
000000 0000000 iod 0ooooo 0o

U0 IDo0Ioon:

0000 00000 o0 bOOo boo
(000 CO0O00io0 000 00000 Qoao
0000 0o0bo 0O 00000 fonoooo
(00000 Dol 0o booooo tooa
0000ooC bO0iooiobul booo too
01000000 iU 000 bitd 000 0iodoo
00 00o00bbitooo Oitoboo booo
1000000 D000 Liot0D ooCoo
000 000 0000 0000 boobo bod
I o A
Lol dhidodood it ooog gooo d
0100000 4o0o 0itouod oo Uooo
0o000000 oy Oiboooo 00D oad

00ofooobooo oog 0 Oobbodoo
000000 IO D000 0o0 Lo O0oot

Q00oooion 0booo boo Lo
000 000000 0itoboo dod 4o
UU0000 D040 LNoioboo b boroo
00000 00000 bo0 0booQooo
000 00 0000000000t o @ 0oaz
0000000 UoiooOn boXoo toOo
00oooot Doooo o oo ootoo
Qooot 00 Looo4ooy ool 0o
00000 0o 0ood oo oo
0000 000 000000000 4o 0ooodo
000 0000 000 boioodo ooooo
000 0i0o0onn 0o U 00booooo
00000000 Ooooo booo Ood oo
000000 O fotoiodo booooo tdod
000N OO0 0o0000dot oo fooed
Ooi0ooond

Uod Qooooo b tooioiobo 0o
0000000 000000 000 boo bodooooo
00000 0o 0ooiio0ooe toooo
00000 0ooo 0boot 0tobootood
100 D00t 4od fdooouoae oo
Ooooooo foU toio b b oroaao
0000 oot ooou oo
CO0I0NC0000Ib0b000l L i 00ao
000 O00ooooo CooUoob Ooo ooo
0ol 000D 000 000 oot obod
000000 booo oo U Ihooottod
L100iboito toiib o booad
10000 U000 doditoon oo 0oao
00 000UoIoooom

000000 0i004oo oo Looo bod
giooooo 0o 0oioo boob boo
L1000000d 000 0igdoboioL oo
U0000D0I O 0000 nioooo bood
I A AR
00000 0000doooool 4ooboiuogn
0000 0 0000000 Dooobooo od
0000000 Loo0iboon oo oooooo
0o0iool 0 boo fooot Louobodo
000 I0U0000 o000 Doooo oo
Uofion 0o ooo totoond

00000000000 000000l 0 Dooo
(100000 D20 Dooootoor 0oooioo
(00 000 4000 0R00o0on fooom

010000 000 00000 Lioo toodo
B A A A
00 D0D000UIO0T 00 booioto oo
0000 000 00o0bolooo 4 fboobod
0000000 00000 O0000boiboo O
0iooon 00 DoO00obooo 0ooo oo
00000 bOoo 0 000ooor Qoo
00000 Dootd OO0t Uooo fbood O
00 000o4oood oo bo0o Uo 0o
Oo0oio oo oo L 0oog

Qoooood 0ooolt boo o
000000 O 4Jooio 00000 toooioo
0oool Uoobt Ooooot booooo
000000 OO0 0000 oo Loooo tod
uood 0o 0oooo 00 ooooodo Cod
L1000 iiod 004 Lo00oiol foooo
(0 0000 000000 00 Dootd 0oa
0ooo0000 boobom

epaper.indianexpress.com

.. . Ahmedabad



0ufiooigd boooooo

00000000 00000000 000000 00

1000000 DI00o 0i00iioio Looodooeoyd bianoo

* | 010000000000 00000 000oo
; 00000 00000 0bn 00000000 0 000 000
GSECL

0100000000000000000000000
00000 0000000I0000I0000000mooa

00 100 000000000 0000000 0oooooo
00000 0000010000000

Qo0oo0on gorgg gorogd

Qoiod Doboulo Uit loorcdd oo juo doooioor dooroo o
Q000I0iod boioibot Oooiboioo Loy boo o oo o o o oo
I A
I 1 o 0 1
U00I0I00 0 4Qoioioboooo 0o 0ooo oooon boodo oo tioto
0oIoo Uooo boubo 0o oo broor oo 0 bood tUdoioo Lo obudg
Q000 D000 oo oo oo booooomod O Dooondd O oo bioiodd
QUo0iool Lobool Ooootol 0o Dioof Uil Dboloo Qo 0doooo
D0Dnooboiygou Ot Loibbouboo o Db 0 Loy butbroo tod
A
JiDO0INIO 000 tUhionoo trood aoQo

00000 00000O 000 000rooio 0t 0b00i Qo0ont Dodoooomd
0 o
100000 10 00000 0mi 0d 000 01t goodoridodomopogodoodo]
I o W W [
oo ido 0udod bod 0rorbiboob g o uibo Ut bo toooo tra
100 DO0 I0I0oo OuooOooot bolrooooog

U0l 0oboobo i0o gooad

LO00Do00oo
000000 00noo 0oiouiiboobo

‘000 DD00000 000 (00000 00 100 00000000 00010000 000000000

Q000 Qioibioor tUiboool Lo Loy O Lboooud Ooood oo
(000000 booooo 4ooo too orod 4Jooto Do oo botrooong
J00NIoiooID Uooooior goibotiou 0o boo Lo oo Uiddoooorddigog
I A o e N Ay W W
gilgoomignaomonogogoomog tod ditoibtibobt toodioo
000 Ui0oudoool UoouDooi o o0 4oroo 0o oo boouo odo
00 100 0oUod Dodong Do Doouoo Oolfudiot 0ooiodo odoog
0i0I00 Ot U0ioo Dood ooooto

{Oidiidon oot bl itd 0Jobol bUdrbodo Looion 0o 0o Dot D
00 000IoUD 0oy biodo 0o 0oUbo oo gooonodo

Qoibdaiboioogoiooed

NOTIFICAITON

‘& GUJARAT STATE
WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT
?‘Sﬂ-‘; WRD v procurement Notice No.17 of 2025-26

1. | Name of work :- -
1) | Construction of Bamanbor 1 check dam near

highway on local vonklo At Village : Bamanbor Ta. -
_Rajkot District : Rajkot
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Karnataka Food & Civil Supplies Corporation Ltd.

{Government of Karnataka Undertaking)
No.16/, MILLERS TANK BED AREA, BANGALORE-560 052
Ph: 080-2226 0932 E-mail: admnkfcsc123@yahoo.com

| No:KFCSC/MKT/INDIRA KIT/02/2025-26/ Da.t;:.iﬁ.ﬁlﬂ!ﬁ

Kamataka Food and Civil Supplies Corporation Ltd.,
Bangalore Invites "Request for Proposal for Selection of
Transaction Advisor Consultants for Selection of
Vendor for Supply and Distribution of Indira Kit Scheme"

The RFP and other information can be obtained from
the https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in e-procurement

fal.
pora Sd/-

Managing Director

2) | Construction Of Ishwariya -3 Checkdam Near
Village Ishwariya Taluka Jasdan Of Rajkot District

SARDAR SAROVAR NARMADA
NIGAM LIMITED

R

N

Gujarat Water Supply &
sewerage Board

Tender Notice No. 14 of 2025-26

Executive Engineer, Public Health Works Division, Mamiatdar
Office Compound. Deesa-385535, District Banaskantha. Phone
No.02744-227834 invites E-Tender for Vav-Tharad District Total -
3 (Three) Project of Regional Water Supply Scheme including
Civil & Mechanical works with 10 Years O & M. Estimated cost
Rs10239.30 Lakhs to 6834,31 Lakh for villages of Vav, Tharad &
Lakhani Taluka, Vav-Tharad District Last date of Submission
onling tender ID Mo 256937, 257421 & 257610 Dtd.23/01/2026 -

TENDER NOTICE NO. 50/2025-26

Online tenders for 05 works of Estimated cost of Rs.
19.59 to 171.92 Lacs and total cost Rs. 485.41 Lacs,
under different schemes are invited from Regd. Class
Contractors by Executive Engineer, Panchayat R & B
Dn. Jamnagar. (Ph. No. 2670286). These tenders are
available on https://tender.nprocure.com and tenders
are to be guoted online from this site. Tender notice is
available on Notice board of this online tender
submission date are as under. Tenders are not be
accepted by post or in person. Further Corrigendum not
published in newspaper but Corrigendum seen only
online at website.

i Doc. Down loading | Dt, 30-12-2025 to 07-01-2026

and submission up to 18.00 hours.
| Date & Time
| Tender Opening Dt. 08-01-2026 at

| Time & Date 12.00 hours.

INFO-821-JAM-2025

_HWRWE & Kllpl-l!'- buplmnlm. Ii‘-l-ndh}nmr
4 Short term Tender nofice No SBD-19 of 2025-
A/ who 28

L. ITEM [UNIT) RATE FOR THE COMPOSITE ITEMS FOR MAINTENANCE AND
REPAIRS WORK OF DAM, CHECKDAM, T.B.C., CANALS, BANDHARA &
OTHER STRUCTURES ETC. UNDER VARIOUS DIVISION OFFICE OF KACHCHH
IRRIGATION CIRCLE, KACHCHH FOR THE PERIOD OF ONE YEAR (2025-26)
(2 Try)

2. Deepening work of 3 No. Ponds in village Dabhunda (Matiyaravalu Talav,

||
Change Of Name |
[T T T 0 LTI LTI | Have Change
1
@ IO I I My Oid Name
EERRIRII N EIE AN From Shekh
(I WWWWEWWWWWWWWTWWWW [T (0 (T CTy Mohammad
(110 0 0 0 0 0 MW Arkan Ramijbhai
(00100000 T O o o [ [ s i W[ A1 To My New
0000 100000 0 0 0 O A O A1 Name Shekh
I O T I I T T I [ (D [T (I o
I 1 R 1 A A 10 A AR Mohammad
o maninn i e 1 . Arkan Ramizbhai.
I (I O (IO OO | T OO ] R/O. 68, Golvad,
TID | OO0 | OO O Siddhpuri Bazar
]
O (I O I
T Mahesana-384001
(IO (OO0 (0 CO0D (OO I
(IO DO CTTL il i Change of Name
| (LRI LT DU D | o | SRR L I have changed
oo tomm ave changed my nama
COOOC IO COCI OO T | (O (I from SUGRIVA Sio
[T O 000 OO O L] CHOUPAI JIBODH
[T (0 (00 OO0 (0 O CID F'HATJSF'”'
I I I SUGRIV PRAJAPATI
(IO (1) (10 (- (I (1 S/o CHOUPAI JIBODH
I | PRAJAPATI
[T ||%D]n|| | T Dm]%]m] Vida Affidavit issued by
cp JUTUITOTIE THE TR TOLOTrT o D | oo SR G JMFC Traffic Count
OOl O Vadodara dated
COOOC I COCI OO IO | (I (I 12.12.2025, Residing at
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Change Of Name Change of Name
| RATHVA ANILBHAI
| Have Change RAMESHBHAI
Ay Mo 15TRIZI1A
My Old Name Rank: HAVIDS Father
From Shaikh H'.-ILIIESHB.HT:‘;HA:A At
& 5 51 II'I“
Rﬂ“’"jhhﬂl Village: Rampura- Thalki,
Po: Vaghva, Ta: Jetpur Pavi,
Razakbhai To Cist. Chiotawdapur, State
My New Name Gujarat. In my Service
Shekh Ramizbhai s e el e
Haj Ek.h hai Rameskbhal which is
incorrect | have bo change
erﬂq- EEH Gﬂ|¥ad+ my Fathar's Mame from
Eiddhpuri Bazar RATHVA RAMESHBHAI
] 'ﬂ
Mahesana-384001 RATHAVA RAMESHBHA|
CHANGE OF NAME | CHANGE OF NAME |
|, KIRANKUMAR | Bharwad Chiragkumar
g e et no.15452709X residing
lamnagar, 361013 hawe at Ramana, Tal
changed my name from Dhansura, Dist. Arvalli
KIRANKUMAR Gujarat have changed
NATHABHAI SANGANI my son's o«d name
ta KIRANBHAI KRISHV to KRISHV
MATHABHAI SANGANI CHIRAGKUMAR
and hanceforth | will be BHARWAD affidavit di
known as KIRANBHAI 2612/
NATHABHAI SANGANI. 1223 Notary
Sarojben Rathod
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Estimated Cost ; x i: :-; ;23!53 (A Wholly Owned Government of Gujarat Undertaking) 18.00 Hrs & Physical Document 7 (Seven) days during office| | Vamvahvavalu Talav, Fil:l:liiﬂ Talav) in Ta-Rapar Di-Kachchh. (Estimated
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of the SE Rajkot Irrigation  Circle, _ www.statetenders guiarat. gov.in, www.watersupply qujarat gov.in
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www staletenders.gujarat.gov.in and . - _ ) g g i i i
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000000000 000 00 oooooooo o | | U000000000 000 0000010000 100 D00 00 01010 01 0000
nonn: oooonotons. oonnonnos | | B° BA0000100 00000 00 00 0000000000 0000 0010 O (000I00
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PUBLIC NOTICE

(i} Share Capital

GREENNSURE TRADING PRIVATE LIMITED (GREENNSURE)

NOLS/2, KAY ARR TRUMPH, 102, 1" FLOOR, EAGLES 5T, CMP CENTRE AND
SCHOOL, BANGALORE, BANGALORE NORTH, KARMNATAKA, INDIA - 56005,
NOTICE UNDER SUB-SECTION (2} OF SECTION 15 OF THE ELECTRICITY ACT, 2003
1.The Persan abowe-named, a compary Incorporated under the comparies Act, 2013 |the
applicant) has made an applicatéon wnder sulb-sectian |1} of sectan 15 af the Electrcity
Act, 2003 far grant of categoey V' License for interstate Trading in Electricity in geographical
regian of india before the Central Electndty Regulatory Commission, New Delhi, The
Mecessary details in respect of tha applicant are glver heraundar

1, Authorized Share Capial IR 2, 0 0, D -
2. lssued Share Cagital INR 2,00,00,000,
1 Subscribed Share Cagitad  INE 2,00,00,000,-
4, Paid Up Share Capitad MR 2, 00000, 000
(ii) Shareholding Pattern |Details of Shareholders)
Name of the Resitential Mo. of
Sharsholder Citizenship ;:::t:l.l: Type of Shares Shares % age
NAGESWARAN T [ Ecuil 80,000 |4.50%
MAGESWARAN | mOEn i i ;
SADHASIVAM Indi Rasident Expuity 90,000 | 4.50%
VIGNESH ik
|GREENNSURE POWER | |ndian NA Exquity 20,000 | 1.00%
PRIVATE LINITED
|GREEMNSURE POWER| Indian MA Compulsary |19 np 0go| 90%
PRIVATE LIMITED Convertible
Preference Shares

CERC norms.

{flij Financeal and Technecal Strength — GREEMMNSURE taam has extensive experience
in power trading, power operations, and regulatory compliance, and meets all
requisite financlal criterla to operata power trading activities in accordance with

{iv} Managemeant Profile of applicant including details of experiences of the apphcant
andlor the person on the management of the applicant in generation,
trasmissian, distribution and trading of electricity or similar activity

a. Mr. Mageswaran M - Director (s an enterprising leader with an MBS n Marketing
and & BTech i Eneigy & Enviconmental Engineering fram THNAL, Coimbatore,
With 12+ pears af experiencs, he specializes in renewable power, open access
power facllitation, selar rooftop solutions, captive power, and régulatory
compliance, He has worksd across magor DISCOME In Tamil Madu, Kamataka,
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fundhra: Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, and Maharashira, and rmanages aver T30 MW
of renewable energy projects under Open Access in India

b. My Vignesh Sadhasivam - Director is a young entrepraneur with an MBA in
Marketing and a B.Tech in Energy B Environmental Enginesring from ThAL,
Coambatare, giving him strong expertise in power marketing and the renewable
Energy sector. With asver 104 years of experience i Business Development and
Finance, he i proficient in renawable poseer, open accéss facilitaton, solar
roafiop solutions, contractual negottations, captive power, and regulatory and
podicy framewarks of electricity beards,

[v] Valume of electricity intended to be traded during the first year after grant of
license and future plans of the applicant to expand volurme of trading -
GREEMMSURE aims to commence inter-state/intra-state tradlng ageratians In
Imdia by tying up contracts of expected 200 MU per year during it first year and
is expected to increase marginally at 100 per annum over the subseguent 5 years,

[vi} Geographical area within which the apphicant will underake trading in alectricity —
ail Indiz and the ares as may be permitted under the providions of the Electricity
At 2003 and relevant regulations,

Iwii]Met worth as en 317 March of three consecutive years immediately preceding the
yeas of application or for sech fesser perod as may be applicable and on the
dated of the special balance shaet accompanying the application-

As per Special Balance sheet dated 15.12.2025( As on 31.03.2025
Meat Waorth Rs, 2.00,12,580/ HA

{wlid) Year-wise current ratia and liguidity ratie of the applicant loer thres preceding
the year in which the application is made, or for such lesser period a5 may be
applicabds and on the date of the special balamce shest accampanying the
applicanaon:

As per Special Balance sheet dated 15.12.2025 | As on 31.03. 2025

B254.93:1 WA
B254.93:1 M

(M} GREEMNSURE |5 authorized to undertake trading in electricity under the &foA in
the main objact are To establish and Carry on the business of trading in
elactricity and act as & trader in sale and purchase of electricity and electrical
energy i any form and nany market including power exchange and dervative
markat and by ary procass and in any fual, derivative and enter into demand
side. management contracts energy Comversional contracts Incleding energy
parformance cantract, megawatt contract entar into contract for banking of
elactricity or any other contract and to operate as on electricity as.on energy
trading company and o get registered with appropriate agency in accordance
with the siectricity act 2003 or any other act regulations/rules framed thergin,
paficy, puidelines laid down by the central government/state governmant or any
nodal agency from timo &0 time or any statutory moditication or re-enactment
thereol and. do all act and things nocessary or requived for doing aforesaid
busimess, includimg providing advisory and consultancy in issue related energy
awnd trading of Enargy
Togenarate electrical power by wind power by corverting wind enargy into a
useful form of emargy uting wind turbines .and alse by convéntional,
non-comventonal, thermal, sodarn hydel, and tdal waves, to develop and
accumulate electrical power at the place or laces contemplated by the licenzes
chtainad from povernment and transmit. trada, distribute and suppiy of powes,

[x} Detzils of cases; if anmy, where the applicént or any of his associates, or partner, or
promaders, of directors has been dectared insolvent and has not been discharged -
Mone,

{ub} Details of cases, [ any, In which the Applicant or any of his Associates or partners
of Promoters o Directors. has been corvicted of an affencs invalving maral
turpitude, fraud of any economic offence during the previous three years
preceding the year of making the application and the year of making the applicant
and tha date of release of the above person from imprisonad, if amy, consequent
to such convichon — Mone

(Ml Whether the Applicant or any of his Assoclates, or partners or promaters, of
Directors was ever refused licénse, and IF so the detalled particular of the
application, date of making appleaton date of order refusing license and reasons
for such refusal = NO

[wili} Whether the appiicant has been granted a loense for transmission of electricity M0

[wiw) Whether an order cancelling thie liconse of the Applicant, or ary of his Assaciates,
ar Partners, or promoters, or Derectors b bean passed by the Commigsion — NO
I::li‘l.l'] Whether the Applicant ar amy al his Aociates, or prartmers, of promoters oF
Directors ever found guikty im amy proceedings for contravention nan-complianee
of ary of the provisiops of the Act o the rules or thie regulations made
thereundear ar &n order made by the Approprate Commission, dursing the yeas
of making the application or five years immediately preceding that year? -NO
2, The applicaton made and other documents filed before the Commission are
available for inspection by any person with Mr. Vignesh Sadhasivam, No.5/2; Kay
Arr Trumph, 102, 17 Floor. Eagles 5t, CMP Centre And -School, Bangabore,
Bangalore Morth, Karmataka, India, 560025, Mobile; +5%1 73492364332,
E-Mail:accounts@preennsurg, com
3, The appfication made and other documants filed before the Commission hawve
been posted on Www, ErEENnSUTe. Comm
4, Objection and suggestion, If amy, on the Application made before the commission
may 52nt to the Secretary, Cantral Electricity Regulatory Commission &%, 7' & 8%
Floors, Tower B, Werld Trade Centre, Naurcji Magar, New Delhi- 1106029; E-mail:
secy@arcind.govin within 30 days of publication of this notce with a copy to the
applicant.
5. Mo objections or suggestions shall be consldered by the commission If recedved
after explry of 30 days of publication of this notice.

Current Ratio
Liquidity Ratio

Mr. Vignesh Sadhasivam
{Diractor)
DM Oree0510

Mace: Bengaluru
Date: 27.12.2015

epaper.indianexpress.com
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